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As | begin my third year as Commander, I've spent a lot of time reflecting on what this next chapter should
look like.

This year, my focus is on leadership development.

Not because we need positions filled, but because we need traditions carried forward. We need members
who are willing to learn, step up, and continue the work that has made this Post such an important part of our
veteran community.

One thing I've learned over the last two years is that while people may see me at events, ceremonies,
interviews, meetings, or on social media, that isn't the story.

The story is the people behind it all:
Our committees.

Our chairpersons.

Our Auxiliary.

Our Canteen

The volunteers writing articles, organizing events, distributing poppies, making phone calls, sending emails,
setting up, cleaning up, and showing up.

They are the heartbeat of this organization.

The success of this Post has never been about one person. It has always been about people working
together in service to something larger than themselves.

If we want this organization to be here 25 years from now, we have to be willing to teach what we know
today. Leadership isn't about holding a title...it's about preparing someone else to carry the mission forward.

| am incredibly proud of what we've built together, but even more excited about where we're headed. We
are growing, evolving, and continuing to prove that the VFW is not only about honoring the past...it is about
serving with purpose today while we build for tomorrow!

Thank you so much for the trust you've placed in me. It is an honor to serve alongside each of you, and |
look forward to continuing the mission together.

Still serving. Still growing. Still moving forward.

Commander’s Reflections “The VFW is not just about honoring the past it is about continuing to show up and
serve with purpose today.”
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The USS Indianapolis (CA-35), a Portland-class heavy cruiser, was commissioned by the US Navy on
November 15, 1932. She was 610 feet 3 inches long and displaced 9,950 tons. The “Indy” was armed with nine
8-inch guns and eight 5-inch antiaircraft guns, and was driven by four steam turbines powered by eight boilers.
She could reach 32 knots on the water. In her early years, the USS Indianapolis operated in both the Atlantic
and Pacific oceans, but when the U.S. entered the Second World War, she was assigned to carrier task forces
in the Pacific Theater. The Indianapolis even became the flagship of the U.S. Fifth Fleet led by Vice Admiral
Raymond Spruance. She was involved in the bombardment of Iwo Jima and, a month later in March of 1945,
was hit and damaged by a kamikaze off of Okinawa. In late July 1945, a newly repaired Indianapolis was tasked
with a voyage to an airbase on Titian, one of the Mariana Islands in the western Pacific.

Unbeknownst to the crew, her cargo consisted of internal parts for two atomic bombs. The trip from San
Francisco took only 10 days. After delivery of its shipment, the “Indy” continued her way to the Leyte Gulf,
Philippines by way of Guam. On July 30, 1945, as she was halfway to Leyte, the USS Indianapolis was struck by
two torpedoes from a Japanese sub, I-58. Twelve minutes later, the Indianapolis succumbed to the depths of
the Pacific.

The Indianapolis had a compliment of nearly 1,200 men and as many as 900 survived the torpedo blasts
and sinking. However, the men were left in shark-infested waters clinging to life preservers and life rafts with
no supplies. The ship was never reported missing after she failed her scheduled arrival in Leyte Gulf on the
31st. It took four days for help to arrive. Of the close to nine hundred men to enter the water, only 316
survived and were rescued. The U.S. government would not report the sinking until August 15, 1945, the day
Japan agreed to surrender.

Business of the Post
Post Meeting June 9, 2026 Highlights

Meeting was opened according to ritual at 1902 hours

New Members: Michael Stiva application approved and sworn in

Quartermaster: Paid the growers for the plant sale - $15,000. Positive Canteen Month.
Service Officer: Tuesdays — 10am -2pm VSO

Membership: Working on new membership coins to pass out.

Blood Drive: 8 donors for the drive at the Post and 1 outside of the post drive.
Americanism: Reminder that Memorial Day is about the fallen — not about the living veteran.
Honor Guard: 3 graveside services in May. Memorial Day Parade and 2 firefighter events.
Color Guard: Memorial Day events. June 20th Parkinsons Disease Association at Riverwalk.
National Home: Mike Wilson is retiring — he is their trustee. Vote for next seat

Buddy Poppy: $18,140 was collected by the VFW and Auxiliary

Trustees: Total requests of $220 to 3 organizations moved and passed.

The meeting was closed according to ritual by Commander Boyer at 2005 hours. The

next post meeting will be July 9th, 2026, at 1900.
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4t Annual Naperville Nostalgia Cock Robin Fundraiser

Submitted by Kathy Thornton

Huge thanks to everyone who made our recent 4th annual Naperville Nostalgia Cock Robin fundraiser an
absolute home run! We raised more than $2000 for the Post. A massive shoutout to Tom Castagnoli for
hosting such a wonderful, delicious evening (steakburgers so good!). The company was fantastic (we had a
packed house!), the prizes were great, and those chocolate milkshake martinis were next-level.

We truly appreciate everyone who came out to support the VFW. Special thanks to Anthony (Hugo’s) for his
support!

Posters for Upcoming Events

More events can be found on the TicketSource page
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MEMBERS FAMILY Nanerville Post 3873
BREAKFAST ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
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https://www.ticketsource.com/naperville-vfw-3873
https://www.ticketsource.com/naperville-vfw-3873
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Benefits Advisor Updates g oo .
Dennis Lukavsky W~ P

Memorial Day and Me

\

This is a story | should have published last month... But none the less here it is.

About 10 years ago (before | joined the Legion and VFW), | rode in an antique truck with a friend in the
Memorial Day Parade. Everything was moving along nicely, | was enjoying myself waving to folks and soaking
up the many "Thank you for your service” comments. But then, as we turned from Jackson onto Washington,
something happened: | started crying. | don't mean a few tears formed on my cheeks. | was crying like a new
born baby, uncontrollably. All of a sudden (after being out of the service for over 40 years) | realized what was
happening. | was getting the real thank for my service than | had not had in 40 years. It was an emotional
release | will never forget. | bet there are others who experience similar situations. Memorial Day is to honor
the fallen, but there is also a component that nourishes the living.

Benefits Advisor Email Blast Distribution List

Our Service Officer sends out several emails per month with updates on events at the Post, important details
from the State and National VFW offices, and other information of interest to members of the Post. If you
would like to receive the Blasts, please send an email to dlukavsky@yahoo.com.

oL p
VA organizations VA open data
Veterans Health Administration Veterans analysis and statistics
Veterans Benefits Administration Appeals modernization
National Cemetery Administration VA Innovation Center
VA Leadership Recovery Act
PUb“C Affairs Learn about VA
Congressional Affairs About VA
All VA offices and organizations History of VA

VA plans, budget, finances, and performance

Innovation at VA National cemetery history program

Health research Veterans legacy program

Public health Volunteer or donate



https://www.va.gov/health
https://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/
https://www.cem.va.gov/
https://department.va.gov/biographies/?_bio_position=assistant-secretary%2Cchairman%2Cdeputy-secretary%2Cgeneral-counsel%2Cinspector-general%2Cprincipal-executive-director%2Csecretary%2Cunder-secretary%2Cva-chief-of-staff/%3Fredirect%3D1%2Cva-chief-of-staff
https://department.va.gov/administrations-and-offices/public-and-intergovernmental-affairs/
https://www.va.gov/oca/index.asp
https://department.va.gov/about/
https://www.research.va.gov/
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/data/
https://www.va.gov/VETDATA/index.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/appeals.asp
https://www.innovation.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/recovery/
https://department.va.gov/about/
https://department.va.gov/history/
https://department.va.gov/about/va-plans-budget-finances-and-performance/
https://www.cem.va.gov/cem/history/index.asp
https://www.cem.va.gov/cem/legacy/index.asp
https://www.volunteer.va.gov/index.asp
mailto:dlukavsky@yahoo.com
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National Home Chairman

Tl H
Mike McGrath @VFW NATIONAL HOME

VFW National Home Life Members Getting Ready to Vote

If you are a National Home Life Member, keep in mind that the Board Trustee Elections are coming up. If
you are not a National Home Life Member, then have you thought about

. . :
becoming one? no , ” on Kyna!
. s L L . . . ndorsed by . *IL National

This year, District 8, which includes Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, and f mgc'éi;{
H . 0 J D Co-Chair

Kentucky, will elect our Board Trustee to a six-year term. st ARl e 2022

Only National Home Life Members will vote. You can join today and be
eligible to vote in this election:
.‘& Sch
Elect Kyna Simpson for

a ard Trustee

https://vfwnationalhome.org/support/life-membership

We have an lllinois candidate, Kyna Simpson! See her information at the right
and please strongly consider casting your vote for her. Fun fact, small world
fact: Mark Overstreet served with Kyna at the former Navy Reserve unit at Fort EVERYTHING

WE DO, WE DO
Sheridan - + FOR VETERANS

Please do check out the National Home's website!
Don’t forget the National Home's Helpline 1 800-313-4200.

A Auxiliary President

Maryann Groner

Auxiliary members Barb, Kathy, and | joined Post members John, Dave, and Ron as well as one of our
Naperville Vets Club students, Stephen, at Hines for our final visit of the season. We visited with the men and
women in the spinal ward and left them with some cash to buy snacks. Please consider joining us in the fall for
bingo and visiting. Chatting with these Veterans can be the highlight of their day, especially when Post vets
find they have branches of service in common as well as hometowns we have in common. This program
depends on Post participation to be successful.

The newly elected and installed officers will begin their term with the June meeting. We are still in need of
a few members to take on the role of committee chair. Please consider getting more involved in the Auxiliary
by becoming a committee chair. Your duties would include a monthly report to the membership.

Many thanks to Berni for representing the post at the Department convention in Springfield. I’'m pleased to
report that the Auxiliary has again this year been awarded Circle of Excellence. This award was achieved
through the continuing work of many members during year. Congratulations to everyone who has made our
auxiliary one to be proud of.

The efforts of Kathy L., who is heading the Post watering schedule, are ensuring that the many beautiful
plants at the Post continue to thrive during the summer months. Thank you to everyone who has agreed to
take a week to water during those hot and dry days.

Our next meeting will be July 16 at 7:00. Hope to see you then!


https://vfwnationalhome.org/support/life-membership
https://vfwnationalhome.org/
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Post Information

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873
908 W. Jackson
Naperville, IL 60540

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820

Website: https://www.napervfw3873.org/

Facebook: Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the
Post.

Canteen Hours

Open Close
Mon—Thur 1:00 p.m. 10:00 pm
Friday Noon Midnight
Saturday Noon 10:00 pm
Sunday Noon 6:00 pm

The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early due
to low patronage. The bartender will give a last call and
close the Canteen 15 minutes later.

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except
the Bartenders.

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are
encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send articles
and photos to the email address below. Photos MUST
include location, date, event, names. All submissions
may be edited for length and content as needed.

Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for
convenience and information only and are consistent
with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the
appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute
endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the
information, products, or services contained therein.

Kendall-Gram Email: kendallgramvfw3873@gmail.com

Hines Hospital Visits
Hines Hospital visits will take place on the second
Tuesday of each month from September through
June. Due to Hospital requirements face masks will be
required for all participants when they enter. The bus
will leave from the Post promptly at 6:30PM and we
should return before 9PM.
Questions: John Shaw, theshawsjb@aol.com

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers

Kendall-Gram

Commander

Sr. Vice Commander
Jr. Vice Commander
Quartermaster

Ass’t Quartermaster
Adjutant

Judge Advocate
Surgeon

Benefits Advisor
Officer of the Day
Guard

Chaplain

1-Year Trustee
2-Year Trustee
3-Year Trustee

Americanism

Blood Drive

Buddy Poppy
Building

Color Guard
Communications
Eighth Grade Awards
Grounds

Honor Guard
Hospital

House

House

House

Membership
Legislative

National Home
Patriot’s Pen

Safety

Social Media

Voice of Democracy

President

Sr. Vice President
Jr. Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Chaplain

Guard
Conductor

3 yr Trustee

2 yr Trustee

1yr Trustee

Staci Boyer
Josh Warner
Laela Sharrief
Phil Maughan
John Shaw
Jason Sharpton
Dom Guerrieri
Ingrid Kanady
Dennis Lukavsky
Lou Kueltzo
Roger Budny
Bob Grember
Leo Jaime

Jan Schrader
Brett Nila

Committees

Leo Jaime

Ingrid Kanady
Bob Colby

Mike Rechenmacher
Dennis Regan
Dennis Lukavsky
Laela Sharrief
Phil Maughan
Jim Oftedal
John Shaw

Mike McGrath
Bob Tallon

Matt Schiffer
Michael Kidd
Staci Boyer
Mike McGrath
Mark Overstreet
Mike McGrath
Staci Boyer
Mark Overstreet

Auxiliary Officers

Maryann Groner
Bernadette Budny
Debbie Smith
Nancy Marinello
Leo Hart

Geri Tice

Mary Ellen DiMatteo
Kathy Thornton
Brenda Hasler
Julie Cunningham
Amy Ownby

(773) 351-4646

(630) 383-1974
(630) 253-3318

(630) 207-3100
(847) 951-3300
(630) 272-9064
(630) 898-8760
(630) 205-8745
(630) 960-1998
(773) 441-3887

(630) 988-9453

(773) 441-3887
(847) 951-3300
(630) 301-2664
(630) 244-3747
(630) 361-4644
(630) 272-9064

(630) 357-3440
(630) 357-4030
(630) 253-3318
(630) 357-2680
(630) 561-9902

(773) 351-4646
(630) 357-2680
(773) 517-7346
(630) 357-2680
(773) 351-4646
(773) 517-7346

(630) 363-8138
(630) 717-9471

(630) 420-1717
(630) 816-0506
(630) 201-4852
(630) 664-1612
(630) 667-6740


https://www.napervfw3873.org/

Kendall-Gram

VFW Post 3873
Upcoming Events

Wed 07/01: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post

Sat 07/04: Monarch Landing Visit, 10:00am; Naper Salute Ruck
March

Mon 07/06: Auxiliary Bingo, Arista Healthcare, 2:00pm

Tues 07/07: Hines Outreach, 10:00am-2:00pm, Post; Veteran
Business Connection After Hours, 6:00pm, Canteen

Wed 07/08: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post

Thurs 07/09: VFW Post Meeting, 7:00pm, VFW Post

Sat 07/11: Brookdale Retirement Home Visit, 10:00am

Sun 07/12: Members Family Breakfast, 9:00am-12:00pm, Post
Wed 07/15: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post

Thurs 07/16: Auxiliary Meeting, 7:00pm, VFW Post

Sat 07/18: Tabor Hills Visit, 10:00am

Mon 07/20: Veteran Business Connection Meeting, 8:00am, Rosie's 2155 City Gate Lane Naperville
Wed 07/22: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post; Women Veterans Event, ticketsource

Sat 07/25: Story Point Retirement Home Visit, 10:00am

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook.
Look for highlight buttons for what we
have been doing and what is upcoming
labeled by the month. On Facebook we
pin upcoming events for easy access. You
can also find past KendallGram links on all
of our social media channels as well. ALL
upcoming events are also on this Ticket
Source link!

Upcoming Events

8/2 Members Family Breakfast

8/16 Freedom Tailgate

8/30 Lotus Vibrations

9/8 VFW Golf Outing

9/13 Judd A Thon

9/19 lllinois Day at the National Home
10/17 Car show



https://www.ticketsource.com/naperville-vfw-3873/250th-america-celebration-honoring-our-women-veterans-their-families/e-kklzaz
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873

