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VETERAN Staci Boyer

As Commander of the Naperville VFW, | am incredibly excited about the progress we have made in increasing member-
ship and participation in our events. Our Post has been thriving, and | want to take a moment to highlight some of our
recent successes and upcoming initiatives that continue to strengthen our veteran and community connections.

One of our most impactful events was our recent ruck march on March 22nd, organized in collaboration with the Naper-
ville American Legion Post 43. This event was dedicated to raising awareness about veteran suicide, and we were over-
whelmed by the turnout. A heartfelt thank you goes to Linda Whaley, whose inspirational vision served as the catalyst
for this event’s incredible success. Because of her leadership and dedication, 125 ruckers showed up in support of this
important cause.

Additionally, our Friday Fish Fry, running through April 18th, has been a fantastic success! With delicious food from Draft
Picks and expertly cooked by my husband, Scott Boyer, it has truly become a community favorite. What makes this event
even more special is the support from local volunteer organizations that assist with serving and providing desserts each
week. Seeing the community come together in such a meaningful way makes my heart full, and | encourage everyone to
join us for great food and camaraderie.

| also want to take this opportunity to remind everyone that April is the Month of the Military Child. There are more
than 1.6 million military children who face unique challenges and experiences due to their parents’ service. Let’s take
the time to recognize their sacrifices and resilience.

Furthermore, March 29th marked Vietnam Veterans Day, and Naperville celebrated this important day at Veterans Park.
We were thrilled to see those who attended and join them to extend our gratitude to the brave men and women who
served during the Vietnam War.

Looking ahead, stay tuned for our Memorial Day activities, which will be a time to honor and remember those who
made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. Additionally, we will be hosting our Officer Installation Dinner on May 30th,
and in true VFW spirit, this will be a celebration of our continued momentum and commitment to serving veterans and
our community.

| encourage everyone to follow us on our social media channels to stay connected and engaged with all of our upcoming
events. Whether you are a veteran, family member, or community supporter, there are many ways to get involved, and
we welcome you with open arms.

Thank you for your continued support, and | look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events!

Quote of the month: “Our children serve, too. They may not wear the uniform, but they sacrifice just the same.”
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Many veterans’ organizations struggle to retain members, with some even closing their doors. However, Post
3873 is thriving! Achieving All-American status requires exceeding 102% membership, but this goal is about more
than just adding 2% more members. Throughout the year, we inevitably lose members due to relocations, trans-
fers, or, sadly, passing away. That means in addition to recruiting at least 12 new members, we must also replace
those lost to maintain and grow our post.

A veteran considering joining the VFW often asks the WIIFM (“What’s in it for me?”). Post 3873 provides a com-
pelling answer by offering a robust calendar of events designed to engage and connect members. From social din-
ners, karaoke nights, and family-friendly gatherings to fish fries, physical fitness events, and charitable fundrais-
ers, there is something for everyone. These events not only bring our community together but also create mean-
ingful opportunities for veterans to stay involved and engaged.

This achievement would not have been possible without the hard work and commitment of our dedicated mem-
bers. Bravo Zulu to Commander Staci Boyer for her concerted social media efforts marketing our Post. A huge
thank you to Mark Overstreet for managing the inquiry system. And of course, appreciation goes out to every pair
of boots on the ground—the members who actively engage with veterans, share all the great things our post is
doing, and encourage others to join our ranks.

Congratulations, comrades, on a job well done! Let’s continue to build on this momentum and keep Post 3873
strong for years to come.

Business of the Post
Post Meeting 2/13/2025 Highlights

Meeting was opened according to ritual at 1909 hours

New Member Applications approved. 3 Army; Transfer Members 3 Navy; New members sworn in: 1 Army.

Quartermaster: Overall slight decline in funds on hand, reflecting pattern of Feb over last few years. Canteen
and Hall rentals both good in February but slightly lower than it has been. We would like to increase Sun-
day rentals. Normal monthly expenses plus unexpected replacement of boiler expansion tank. AC units
are in warehouse, and upcoming expense to install them.

Membership: We have officially achieved All-American status with 102% year-over-year membership.

Americanism: Memorial Day Parade coming up. POC is Leo Jaime.

Honor Guard: 4 services in February: Two Navy, two Army. One of the Navy members had served in three
wars: WWII, Korea, Vietnam.

Hines Hospital visits have been relying on the participation from the high school clubs, and this month they
couldn’t, so only 7 people went to Hines. Reminder it’s the 2nd Tuesday of every month. Would like to
see increased VFW member participation.

Poppy: Poppies ready for distribution. Team has reached out to stores and waiting to hear back to confirm
and set schedules.

Patriots Pen/VOD: The theme for 2025-2026 is out and chair hopes to make presentations to high schools to
increase VOD participation.

Trustees: Requested total of $3500 in donations. Voted and approved.

New Business — New Officers slate presented (see page 3). Committee to work on possible Lisle Post merger.

The meeting was closed according to ritual 2009 hours. The next post meeting will be April 10, 2025.
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September 12, 1924, the inaugural National Defense Day, was the brainchild of the U.S. War Department
with support of then President, Calvin Coolidge. Just a handful of years after the end of The Great War, the
need for a nationwide method to disseminate information seemed necessary. At the time, radio was fairly
new and there were many small radio stations all across the country, some were commercial stations and
many others were “mom and pop” shops. Importantly, there was no linkage between stations across the na-
tion.

AT&T developed a system to network radio broadcasts nationwide and wanted to demonstrate its capability.
As part of National Defense Day, a day to celebrate patriotism and preparedness, the government conducted
an experiment.

“The National Defense Test” aired in the evening of the 12th, following many national parades and celebra-
tions. From the War Department in D.C., Secretary of War John Weeks addressed the nation. The broadcast
was used to promote the newly designated holiday, National Defense Day, based on the various military
speakers including soon-to-retire General Pershing. But, the most important objective was to show that dur-
ing a national emergency the public could be informed directly.

The following year, another test was to be held on November 11, 1925, Armistice Day. Protestations would
not allow a “warmongering” test to be held on a day of peace. Instead, the test was held on the Fourth of Ju-
ly with little perceived success. In May of 1926, Secretary of War Dwight F. Davis announced that the test
would not be held that year but probably every 2-3 years. However, further testing was deemed unnecessary
with the advent of national broadcasting entities such as NBC and CBS.

VFW 3873 Proposed 2025/2026 Officer Slate

The following slate of officers is proposed by the Nominating Committee and will be voted during the April 10
meeting of VFW Post 3873.

Commander Staci Boyer 3 Year Trustee Jan Schrader

Sr Vice Commander Jennifer Slown 2 Year Trustee Leo Jaime

Jr Vice Commander Josh Warner 1 Year Trustee Craig Frier

Quartermaster Phil Maughan 3 Year House Committee Bob Bronson

Asst Quartermaster John Shaw 2 Year House Committee Mike Rechenmacher
Chaplain Bob Grember 1 Year House Committee Bob Tallon

Judge Advocate Dom Guerrieri

Surgeon Ingrid Kanady
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Dennis Lukavsky

The National Resource Directory (NRD) is a website that connects servicemembers, veterans, their families,
and caregivers to programs and services that support them. It provides access to services and resources at
the national, state and local levels to support recovery, rehabilitation and community reintegration. Visitors
can find information on a variety of topics including:

Benefits & Compensation
Family & Caregiver Support
Housing

Other Services & Resources

Education & Training
Health
Transportation & Travel

Employment
Homeless Assistance
Volunteer Opportunities

The NRD is a partnership among the Departments of Defense, Labor and Veterans Affairs. Information con-
tained within the NRD is from federal, state and local government agencies; Veteran and military service or-
ganizations; non-profit and community-based organizations; academic institutions and professional associa-
tions that provide assistance to servicemembers, veterans and their families.

Why not take the directory for a spin around the block and see if it can help you connect with some of your
needs/wants.

Service Officer Email Blast Distribution List

Our Service Officer sends out several emails per month with updates on events at the Post, important details
from the State and National VFW offices, and other information of interest to members of the Post. If you
would like to receive the Blasts, please send an email to dlukavsky@yahoo.com.

Posters for Upcoming Events
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Painting on the Porch...

at the Post (VFW)

All are welcomel!
Thursday, May 8, 2025
Doors Open at 6:30 PM

Open te the public Auxiliary Fundramer

Cost 15 $45 00 per Picasso. Bring o favorte appetizer
Contoct Pinot's Polette 331.457.5440 to RSVP
Specific painting to be decided upon at a later date
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National Home Chairman @
Mike McGrath VFW NATIONAL HOME

Layla Returns as the 2024-2025 National Home's Buddy Poppy Child

Layla, who is 13-years old, lives in lllinois House 2 at the National Home with her mom Luisa, a U.S. Navy Vet-
eran, and brothers lzaiah (17), Noah (9), Jaxon (7), and Potato, their German Shepherd, who turned 2 in Oc-
tober. Layla's mom, Luisa, is a U.S. Navy Veteran who served our country for nine years and was deployed
four times as an Aviation Ordnanceman. Our Thanks to Layla, to Luisa, and to all of our Women Veterans!

The National Home has provided help to Veterans and their families with housing, education, daycare, recre-
ation, and case management for 100 years; something we can all be proud of as members of the VFW and
Auxiliary.

April, The Month of The Military Child!

Established by then Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger in 1986, April is designated as the Month of the
Military Child underscoring the important role military children play in the armed forces community. It's a
time for all of us to applaud military families and children for the sacrifices and challenges they face every
day.

Schools and community groups are encouraged to recognize and honor over 1.6 million military children who
must often move and change schools due to a parent being deployed. A great reminder that "freedom isn't
free" and we all benefit from and should be thankful for their service to our country!

"Purple Up" On April 15th!

The color purple indicates support for all military branches through the combination of all branch colors: Air
Force blue, Army green, Coast Guard blue, Marine Corps red, Navy blue, and Space Force black. So "purple
up" to show support for our military families and children. Many thanks to all and especially to the VFW Na-
tional Home for supporting Military families and children!

Thank you all for your great support and we'll look forward to seeing you all on lllinois Day, September 20.
May God bless our National Home.

The National Home Help-Line Number is 800-313 4200. Could this help someone you know?

Family Breakfast Photos 3/9/2025

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version and see the full gallery on his SmugMug page.



https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Veteran-Breakfast-2025
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Veteran-Breakfast-2025/i-9PLq4wK/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Veteran-Breakfast-2025/i-3wtdHXr/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Veteran-Breakfast-2025/i-RVNSnDn/A

Auxiliary President
Kathy Thornton

Since April 6, 1948, the Tomb of the Unknowns has been guarded 24 hours a day,
365 days a year. Located in Arlington National Cemetery, the Tomb currently
holds the remains of three unidentified service members representing those who
died in WWI, WWII and the Korean War.

Laying a wreath at the monument has long been a way for individuals and organ-
izations to honor the sacrifices of American service members. Presidents, public
figures, and foreign dignitaries are just some of those who have paid their re-
spects in this manner. Another noteworthy young man, Hudson Dawley (wearing
the red cap in photos), grandson of Auxiliary member Jenny Dawley, was select-
ed to represent his Cub Scout Troop 1483 to lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Un-
knowns. Hudson is 6 % years old and lives in Loudon County, VA. Jenny was front
and center to witness Hudson’s once-in-a-lifetime experience. The Auxiliary joins
Jenny to celebrate Hudson on this exciting accomplishment.

Our first Members Family Breakfast (held on 3/9/25, see photos page 5) was a
huge success! Our next breakfast is scheduled for Sunday, April 13, 2025 from
9:00am to 12:00pm. The Breakfasts will continue on the 2nd Sunday of every
month (except for September). So save the date and join us for breakfast!

Please keep our Veterans and their families in your prayers, especially those
serving. We also continue to pray for our members in need.

Be the ONE Ruck March

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version and see the full gallery on his SmugMug page.
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https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Ruck-March-Be-The-ONE-2025
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Ruck-March-Be-The-ONE-2025/i-xLB4Dms/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Ruck-March-Be-The-ONE-2025/i-4hX63Kk/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Ruck-March-Be-The-ONE-2025/i-6DP3zHv/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Ruck-March-Be-The-ONE-2025/i-JbT6tD4/A
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Hines Hospital Visits Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers

Hines Hospital visits will take place on the second
Tuesday of each month from September through
June. Due to Hospital requirements face masks will be
required for all participants when they enter. The bus
will leave from the Post promptly at 6:30PM and we
should return before 9PM.

Questions: John Shaw, theshawsjb@aol.com

Canteen Hours

Open Close
Mon—Thur 1:00 p.m. 10:00 pm
Friday Noon Midnight
Saturday Noon 10:00 pm
Sunday Noon 6:00 pm

The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early
due to low patronage. The bartender will give a last
call and close the Canteen 15 minutes later.

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except
the Bartenders.

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are
encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send arti-
cles and photos to the email address below. Photos
MUST include location, date, event, names. All submis-
sions may be edited for length and content as needed.

Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for
convenience and information only and are consistent
with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the
appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute
endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the infor-
mation, products, or services contained therein.
Kendall-Gram Editor:

Mark Overstreet

kendallgramvfw3873@gmail.com

Post Information

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873
908 W. Jackson
Naperville, IL 60540

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820
Website Address: napervfw3873.org

Facebook: Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the
Post.

Commander

Sr. Vice Commander
Jr. Vice Commander
Quartermaster
Ass’t Quartermaster
Ass’t Quartermaster
Adjutant

Judge Advocate
Surgeon

Service Officer
Officer of the Day
Guard

Chaplain

1-Year Trustee
2-Year Trustee
3-Year Trustee

Americanism

Blood Drive

Buddy Poppy
Building

Color Guard
Communications
Eighth Grade Awards
Grounds

Honor Guard
Hospital

House

House

House

Membership
Legislative

National Home
Patriot’s Pen

Safety

Social Media

Voice of Democracy

President

Sr. Vice President
Jr. Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Chaplain

Guard
Conductress

Staci Boyer
Jennifer Slown
Josh Warner
Phil Maughan
John Shaw
Tom Parker
David Jones
Dom Guerrieri
Ingrid Kanady
Dennis Lukavsky
Lou Kueltzo
Roger Budny
Bob Grember
Roger Budny
Craig Frier
Leo Jaime

Committees

Leo Jaime

Ingrid Kanady

Bob Colby

Mike Rechenmacher
Dennis Regan
Dennis Lukavsky
Tom Benton

Phil Maughan

Jim Oftedal

John Shaw

Mike McGrath

Bob Tallon

Mike Rechenmacher
Jennifer Slown

Staci Boyer

Mike McGrath

Mark Overstreet
Mike McGrath

Staci Boyer

Mark Overstreet

Auxiliary Officers

Kathy Thornton
Kristen Jungles
Elizabeth Kuhn
Nancy Marinello
Leo Hart

Maryann Groner
Mary Ellen DiMatteo
Sue Hoffman

(773) 351-4646

(630) 383-1974
(630) 253-3318
(630) 280-9347

(630) 207-3100
(847) 951-3300
(630) 272-9064
(630) 898-8760
(630) 205-8745
(630) 960-1998
(630) 205-8745
(630) 373-1186
(773) 441-3887

(773) 441-3887
(847) 951-3300
(630) 301-2664
(630) 244-3747
(630) 361-4644
(630) 272-9064
(630) 579-8514
(630) 357-3440
(630) 357-4030
(630) 253-3318
(630) 357-2680
(630) 561-9902
(630) 244-3747

(773) 351-4646
(630) 357-2680
(773) 517-7346
(630) 357-2680
(773) 351-4646
(773) 517-7346

(630) 816-0506
(630) 363-8138



VFW Post 3873
Upcoming Events

April 2025 Follow us on Instagram and

Tues 04/01 : Hines Outreach, 10:00am, Post; Veteran Business Connection | Facebook. Look for highlight

After Hours, 6:00pm, Canteen; Auxiliary Social, 5:00pm, Canteen buttons for what we have
been doing and what is up-

Wed 04/02 : Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post coming labeled by the
Sat 04/05 : Monarch Landing Visit, 10:00am month. On Facebook we
Wed 04/09 : Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post pin upcoming events for

] easy access. You can also
Thurs 04/10 : VFW Post Meeting, 7:00pm, VFW Post find past KendallGram links
Fri 04/11 : Fish Fry on all of our social media
Sat 04/12 : Brookdale Retirement Home Visit, 10:00am; Disney Karaoke channels as well. ALL up-

413 - b | of _ 1. coming events are also on

Sun 04/13 : Members Family Breakfast, 9:00am-12:00pm this Ticket Source link!
Wed 04/16 : Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post
Thurs 04/17 : Auxiliary Meeting, 7:00pm, VFW Post
Fri 04/18 : Last Fish Fry for 2025
Sat 04/19 : Tabor Hills Visit, 10:00am; Post Easter Egg Hunt (POC Jennifer Slown)
Mon 04/21 : Veteran Business Connection Meeting, 8:00am, Rosie's
Wed 04/23 : Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post

Sat 04/26 : Story Point Retirement Home Visit,
10:00am

Sun 04/27 : Lotus Vibrations Sound Meditation, VFw FISH FR l

>:00pm judd Kendall VEW Post 3873-
Wed 04/30 : Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post wants you to get ready for our

Fish Fry!! :
Fridays beginning March 7th - April 18th

4:30) /- 30pm .

Upcoming Events

5/2: Plant Sale Pickup : ag
5/8: Auxiliary Sip & Paint : . "~ Naperville |

o 7, s15aplate |4 pieces of Fish & Fries
5/16: Pig Roast ¢ $5added for pizza or shrimp
5/26: Memorial Day Parade and Ceremonies ;
5/30: Post 3873 Officer Induction Dinner
6/28: National Home 100th Anniversary, Eaton

Rapids, Ml

6/27-6/29: Naper Salute, including Ruck March



https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873/naperville-vfw-officer-induction-dinner-no-fee/e-vkxoaz
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873

