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Veterans Day Ceremonies along with the Marine Corps Birthday celebrations created an elevated energy for 
all of us through November! 
 
Thank you to all that attended our Veterans Park event and enjoyed our dinner at the VFW. We had a full 
house and I have a full heart. I was honored to be able to speak at the Veterans Day ceremony at Veterans 
Park. For the past few years, as I have moved up in officer ranks, this has been something I have been antici-
pating. Being able to speak passionately to my community about our Veterans is a memory I will forever cher-
ish. Thank you for listening.   
 
Our annual Turkey Raffle was held on 11/23 and did not disappoint. Thank you to all volunteers, Auxiliary, bar-
tenders, and raffle sponsors.  This is one of those events that really brings our community together!  If you 
missed it, see photos on Page 5 and on Jim Hoch’s Website. Save the date 11/22/25 and join us next year.  
 
Please note all upcoming events are on this Ticket Source link! Holiday events are up and running!  
 
If you are a new member, please look at all of our options and find something that is of interest to you. If you 
have an idea - please connect with me and let’s make some magic happen. We bring something special to the 
Veteran community at our Naperville Post and I am grateful every day to be a part of the rich history of #3873. 
Let us continue to collaborate with our Auxiliary, American Legion, Legion Riders and Sons. We are stronger 
together.   
 
Interested in the Adopt a Veterans Grave project? Please text me - 773-351-4646. Or look at Motiv8nu.com. 
New legislation has passed that will be exciting for this project.  
 
Quote of the month:"Courage is born from sacrifice, and freedom is rooted in gratitude. This Thanksgiving, we 
give thanks to those who defend both." 
 
Please take the time to follow us on Instagram @NapervilleVFWpost3873. And on our Facebook page VFWNa-
perville. If you attend any of our events and post on social media please tag our pages so we can repost and 
share. Additionally please use the hashtag #VFWpost3873 in posts that feature us so we can create more of an 
online presence.  If you have event information on anything that you would like featured or marketed on so-
cial media please reach out to me via text 773-351-4646. 

https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Turkey-Raffle-2024
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
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Business of the Post 

Post Meeting 11/14/2024 Highlights 

At 1900, Commander Staci Boyer opened the meeting according to Ritual. 
Swore in one new member, US Army.  
QM reported a slight, expected, decline in cash on hand. Revenues across the board were all very good: Can-

teen posted a $5k year over year growth, and hall rental was up 50% year over year. In addition, we post-
ed revenue from the Car Show. We had pass through donations for the Asheville VFW and paid out the 
previously authorized donations. In addition, there was a large payment for sealing and restriping the 
parking lot.  

Service Officer reported that there are changes with regard to discharge categories. So if someone you know 
has previously been denied due to discharge category, it is possibly worth re-investigating eligibility.  

Membership is creeping up, but we need to continue to push. Most recent number is 584 towards target of 
607 to achieve All American status.  

Blood Drive will be held in January in conjunction with the Rotary Club. More to follow.  
Teacher of the Year nomination is Jacqueline Reid from All Saints Catholic Academy.  
Honor Guard reported four services in Oct: Two Navy (including a WWII veteran), one Army, one Air Force.  
Color Guard participated in Veteran’s Day events and has Parade of Lights coming up on Nov 29.  
National Home reported on the elections and encouraged everyone to become a Life Member of the Home, 

as only National Home Life Members can vote for the Board of Trustees and President.  
Voice of Democracy and Patriot Pen competitions concluded. Submissions were down from last year, but we 

have excellent entries at the District level. 
Meeting closed 1954. Next meeting Thurs 12/12 at 1900.  

With Veterans Day and the many celebrations associated with it wrapped up, we turn our attention to the 
holiday season and our fellow man. To fulfill my role within our organization as the Senior Vice charged with 
recruitment, I try to find a variety of ways to find and connect with prospective new members, one being vol-
unteering.  
 
The holiday season brings about a variety of service and volunteer opportunities, many of which are connect-
ed to the military and Veteran communities. I particularly enjoy working with the Toys for Tots program led 
by the Marine Corps Reserve. In DuPage County alone, our Toys for Tots program ensured that more than 
40,000 children received a new toy for Christmas last year. This year the need is greater and the Toys for Tots 
warehouse is always looking for "elves" to volunteer. I also love OSOT (Operation Support Our Troops) based 
in Lisle. Having been on the receiving end of some of their care packages while deployed to far off lands, I 
know well the comfort these carefully packed parcels bring. Volunteering in their warehouse to fill boxes 
gives me hope that a fellow servicemember will know how much those back home care.  
 
These, and so many other volunteer opportunities, not only bring personal fulfillment, but also allow us to 
connect with our fellow Veterans while serving others. I encourage you to get out and find a cause you are 
passionate about and would love to hear what service-related work YOU are involved in this season! 

Senior Vice Commander  

 Jennifer Slown 
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Taps 
 

Michael Voss, 86. USAF: Korean War 

 

Contact the Quartermaster for mailing addresses if you wish to send a sympathy card. 

September 22, 1940. Japan invaded French Indochina during the 2nd Sino-Japanese War (1937-45) because 
of Japan’s concerns about arms shipments being routed through the region. In August of 1941, the US had 
had enough of the Empire’s shenanigans and cut off oil supplies. Japan, being a small island nation, depended 
on oil imports and America was Japan’s chief supplier. To bolster her reserve, Japan concocted a plan to in-
vade the oil-rich Dutch East Indies, but feared retaliation from the Americans in the neighboring US-occupied 
Philippines. The plan extended to invasion of the Philippines. However, in order to have a chance to win in 
the Philippines, Japan had to cripple the American Pacific Fleet. 
 
November 26, 1941. A Japanese strike force, consisting of six carriers, two battleships, and a complement of 
heavy cruisers, left Hitokappu Bay for Hawaii. The Japanese main objective was to take out the US battle-
ships. If they were to destroy 4-5 (out of the eight) battleships they would consider the mission a success. The 
secondary objective was to destroy the three carriers on the west side of Ford Island. 
 
December 7, 1941. 0630. USS Antares, a cargo ship obtained by the US Navy after the first World War, towed 
a barge near the entrance to Pearl Harbor. A signalman spotted what appeared to be the conn tower of a 
submarine, but much smaller. The Antares signaled the destroyer USS Ward and she engaged the mini-sub, 
destroying it with her number 3 gun. Meanwhile Army Privates Lockard and Elliot, Radar Techs at Opana 
Point noticed a large target on the oscilloscope heading towards the island. The rest we’re all aware of. 
 
I write this month of the anniversary of Pearl because I’ve had the humble honor of manning the rails to sa-
lute the USS Arizona as we pulled into port. It was truly a moving experience. 

Junior Vice Commander  

 Josh Warner 

Every VFW member shares a powerful legacy of serving in combat to defend our nation.  By choosing to join the VFW, we also ex-

tended that legacy through our commitment to assist veterans, their families, and our communities.  The VFW has a unique pro-

gram which enables us to further our legacy in another important way. Legacy Life Membership allows you to upgrade your life 

membership for a fixed amount of money that will create a perpetual income stream to the VFW at the Post, State and National 

levels.  There are three levels (Bronze, Silver, and Gold) that range from $400 to $1,200.  Donations can be made all at once or over 

time until you reach your desired amount. The various benefits associated with Legacy Life Membership include a tax deduction, 

discounts on purchases from the VFW Store, and more. The greatest benefit, however, is the knowledge that you are helping to 

provide a perpetual source of income to ensure the important work of the VFW in assisting veterans, their families, and our com-

munities will continue forever.  

Please contact Post QM Phil Maughan at (630) 383-1974 for additional information. 
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Service Officer Updates 
 Dennis Lukavsky 

End of Life Planning 
 
Here is a NOT fun topic to talk about, End of Life Planning.  It's a little like the old Fram Oil filter commercial, 
"You can Pay me now or you can pay me later". Bottom line, sooner or later you will pay. There are important 
details that you must consider that don't immediately come to mind.  Here are the main items that need to 
be worked to insure your plan comes to fruition. 
 
Prepare vital documents 
Take care of surviving family 
Burial and memorial benefits 
Keep it all together 
 
The VA provides a great website that covers all that needs to be done in advance so your family is not bur-
dened with hard choices at a very difficult time.  Go to the VA’s site on end of life planning.  
 
Give your family and yourself peace of mind. 

Service Officer Email Blast Distribution List 

Our Service Officer sends out several emails per month with updates on events at the Post, important details 

from the State and National VFW offices, and other information of interest to members of the Post. If you 

would like to receive the Blasts, please send an email to dlukavsky@yahoo.com. 

Posters for December Upcoming Events 
 

Click a poster or go to the Ticket Source Site for events in December and beyond 

https://news.va.gov/123696/end-of-life-planning-prepare-future-with-va/
mailto:dlukavsky@yahoo.com
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
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National Home Chairman 
 Mike McGrath 

It's Cootie Christmas time at the National Home! And what a great tradition! 
 
It will be Ho Ho Ho as Santa makes a visit to the kids at their homes on his fire truck on Friday evening, De-
cember 6. 
 
A great sight to see! 
 
On Saturday, December 7. Santa will be bringing lots of toys and goodies on his sleigh to the families at the 
Community Center and we'll have some pics for you next month. 
 
Currently there are 82 kids and a total of 133 residents Living on campus. To check on availability, don't hesi-
tate to call the Helpline at 800-313 4200. Could this help someone you know? 

Veterans Park Ceremony and Turkey Raffle 

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version and see the full gallery on his SmugMug page.  

https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Veterans-Day-2024/i-dhdcfZj/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Veterans-Day-2024/i-dhdcfZj/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Veterans-Day-2024/i-Wjmg6Qm/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Veterans-Day-2024/i-jwPCNVq/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Veterans-Day-2024/i-BnWcVwj/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Veterans-Day-2024/i-XTPPkxQ/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Veterans-Day-2024/i-ZrhzVGb/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Turkey-Raffle-2024/i-Ct476mQ/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Turkey-Raffle-2024/i-k6kRFfv/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Turkey-Raffle-2024/i-VmC2pqL/A
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Auxiliary President  

 Kathy Thornton  

Reminder for our December events: 
1. Tuesday, December 3 – Painting on the porch. Need to sign up (call Pinot’s 331.457.5440) 
2. Tuesday, December 10 - Hines visit (Christmas caroling with veterans in Spinal Cord unit). Bus leaves 

at 630p from the Post. What better way to kick off your Holidays. Makes for a happy heart.   
3. Saturday, December 14 - Post/Auxiliary/Legion party (bring wrapped gift if you want to participate in 

gift exchange). More details in Kendall Gram. 
4. Sunday, December 15 - Children’s party. Need to register with child(ren) names and ages (send to 

kmrthornton@sbcglobal.net by 12/12).  
 
Christmas is a joyous time for most. Please keep those not as fortunate in your thoughts and prayers. It can 
be a difficult time for many veterans who may be suffering in silence.  
Say an extra prayer or two for those currently serving.  
 

You never know who you are going to run into in the Canteen. 
 
 

Patriot’s Pen and Voice of Democracy Competitions 
 Mark Overstreet, Chair 

We had a total of 176 Patriot's Pen entries. The following schools participated: Gregory Middle School, 
Granger Middle School, Kennedy Junior High School, Lincoln Junior High School, Scullen Middle School, St. 
Raphael Catholic School 
Our winner was Samarth Agrawal, 8th Grade, Scullen Middle School, Mr Fredericks's Class. Of note, Samarth 
was our winner last year.  
 
We had three Voice of Democracy Audio Essay submissions. Our winners were  
1. Hayden Linnert, 11th Grade, Metea Valley High School 
2. Deborah George, 12th Grade, Homeschool, Ignite Christian Academy (Online)  
 
We will be making award presentations immediately before the December 12th meeting.  
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Hines Hospital Visits 

Hines Hospital visits will take place on the second 
Tuesday of each month from September through 
June.  Due to Hospital requirements face masks will be 
required for all participants when they enter. The bus 
will leave from the Post promptly at 6:30PM and we 
should return before 9PM. 

Questions: John Shaw, theshawsjb@aol.com 

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers 

Commander  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Sr. Vice Commander Jennifer Slown 

Jr. Vice Commander Josh Warner 

Quartermaster  Phil Maughan  (630) 383-1974 

Ass’t Quartermaster John Shaw  (630) 253-3318 

Ass’t Quartermaster Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Adjutant   David Jones   

Judge Advocate  Dom Guerrieri  (630) 207-3100 

Surgeon   Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Service Officer  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Officer of the Day  Lou Kueltzo  (630) 898-8760 

Guard   Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

Chaplain   Bob Grember  (630) 960-1998  

1-Year Trustee  Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

2-Year Trustee  Craig Frier  (630) 373-1186  

3-Year Trustee  Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 
 

Committees 

Americanism  Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Blood Drive  Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Buddy Poppy  Bob Colby  (630) 301-2664 

Building   Mike Rechenmacher 

Color Guard  Dennis Regan  (630) 361-4644 

Communications  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Eighth Grade Awards Tom Benton  (630) 579-8514 

Facilities Manager  

Grounds   Phil Maughan  (630) 357-3440 

Honor Guard  Jim Oftedal  (630) 357-4030 

Hospital   John Shaw  (630) 253-3318  

House   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

House   Bob Tallon  (630) 561-9902 

House   Mike Rechenmacher   

Membership  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Legislative  Frank Haynes  (630) 357-2906 

National Home  Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Patriot’s Pen  Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 

Safety   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Scout Liaison  Todd Schuneman  (815) 791-4178 

Social Media  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Voice of Democracy Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 
 

Auxiliary Officers 

 

President  Kathy Thornton   

Sr. Vice President  Kristen Jungles    

Jr. Vice President  Elizabeth Kuhn   

Secretary  Nancy Marinello   

Treasurer  Leo Hart   (630) 816-0506 

Chaplain   Maryann Groner  (630) 363-8138 

Guard   Mary Ellen DiMatteo   

Conductress  Sue Hoffman   

Canteen Hours 

  Open  Close 

Mon—Thur 1:00 p.m. 10:00 pm 

Friday  Noon  Midnight 

Saturday Noon  10:00 pm 

Sunday  Noon  6:00 pm 

The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early 
due to low patronage. The bartender will give a last 
call and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 
 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except 
 the Bartenders.  

 

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS  

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are 
encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send arti-
cles and photos to the email address below. Photos 
MUST include location, date, event, names. All submis-
sions may be edited for length and content as needed.  
 
Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for 
convenience and information only and are consistent 
with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the 
appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute 
endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the infor-
mation, products, or services contained therein. 
Kendall-Gram Editor:  
 Mark Overstreet 
 kendallgramvfw3873@gmail.com 

Post Information 

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 

  908 W. Jackson 

  Naperville, IL 60540 

 

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820 
 

Website Address:   napervfw3873.org 
 

Facebook:  Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873 

 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the 
Post. 
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December 2024 

Sun 12/01  Decorate Upstairs Hall, 2:30pm 

Tues 12/03 : Hines Outreach, 10:00am, VFW Post; Auxiliary Social, 5:00pm, 

Canteen; Pinot’s Palette Painting on the Porch, 6:30pm 

Wed 12/04 : Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post;  Karaoke, 7:00pm, Canteen 

Sat 12/07 : Santa’s Pizza Party, 11:00am; Monarch Landing Visit, 10:00am 

Sun 12/08 : Gong Wash Meditation 

Wed 12/11 : Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post;  Karaoke, 7:00pm, Canteen 

Thurs 12/12 : VFW Post Meeting, 7:00pm, VFW Post 

Sat 12/14 : Brookdale Retirement Home Visit, 10:00am; Army/Navy Game, 

1:30pm, Post; Combined Post Holiday Party, 5:30pm, Post 

Sun 12/15 : Kids Holiday Party (Auxiliary), 12:00pm, Post 

Mon 12/16 : Veteran Business Connection Meeting, 8:00am, Rosie's  

Wed 12/18 : Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post;  Karaoke, 7:00pm, Canteen 

Thurs 12/19 : Auxiliary Meeting, 7:00pm, VFW Post 

Sat 12/21 : Tabor Hills Visit, 10:00am 

Mon 12/23 : 8:00am, Veteran Business Networking, Rosie’s Diner 

Wed 12/25 : Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post;  Karaoke, 7:00pm, Canteen 

Sat 12/28 : Story Point Retirement Home Visit, 10:00am 

 

Upcoming Events 

Sat 01/11 : Veteran Owned Business Fair/Resource Fair, 12:00pm 

VFW Post 3873 

Upcoming Events 
 

Follow us on Instagram and 
Facebook. Look for highlight 
buttons for what we have 
been doing and what is up-
coming labeled by the 
month.  On Facebook we 
pin upcoming events for 
easy access. You can also 
find past KendallGram links 
on all of our social media 
channels as well. ALL up-
coming events are also on 
this Ticket Source link!  

https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873

