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Commander
] ]
 VETERAN Staci Boyer

| would like to thank everyone for all of the hard work with the events in September. Everything was a suc-
cess! From our members, Auxiliary, and community to sponsors and participants - we made a huge difference
for Veterans. A special shout out to Kathy Thornton for working with me on so many projects already this year.
Thank you to the Auxiliary for always stepping up.

We celebrated the 125th Anniversary of the VFW with a city proclamation, rededication of part of Jackson Ave
to Judd Kendall 125th Anniversary VFW Memorial PKWY and a glorious celebration with live music, food, a

slideshow, and memorabilia display!

NCTV spoke to some of us and made a beautiful video.

Our Judd-a-thon led by Sr Vice Jennifer Slown was a stellar event raising more than $23,000.00. This check was
presented at the National Home on September 21st on lllinois Day.

We held an equally successful golf outing, which continues to create momentum for our fundraising efforts for
this year. Our Color Guard is in high demand these days and | want to thank Dennis Reagan and John Noll for
their leadership in guiding our combined group to showcase the colors in a uniform and professional manner.
The group did a beautiful job during our Naperville 9/11 Remembrance Ceremonies! Thank you to Carey Free-
man, our Canteen bar manager, and all of the bartenders on staff. Your staff is fantastic and keeps our rental
hall and Canteen running like clockwork.

ALL upcoming events are available on this Ticket Source link! Please save this link.

Quote of the month: "In the face of impossible odds, people who love this country can change it." — Barack
Obama

Please take the time to follow us on Instagram @NapervilleVFWpost3873. And on our Facebook page VFWNa-
perville. If you attend any of our events and post on social media please tag our pages so we can repost and
share. Additionally, please use the hashtag #VFWpost3873 in posts that feature us so we can create more of
an online presence. If you have event information on anything that you would like featured or marketed on
social media please reach out to me via text 773-351-4646.


https://www.nctv17.org/news/napervilles-vfw-post-commemorates-125th-anniversary-of-the-first-vfw/
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
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A sincere and heartfelt THANK YOU to all of our Post members that supported this year's 11th Annual Judd-a-
thon! The 0.1k “race” took place Sunday, September 15th, and raised more than $20,000 for the VFW Na-
tional Home. This was my first year planning and executing the yearly fundraiser and, boy, did | learn a lot!
Everything from the permitting process to sponsor outreach to race day prep and execution. | am so very
grateful for the many leaders within our Post and Auxiliary who were willing to mentor and assist throughout
this process. A special thanks to Pablo Araya for his 10 years of leadership and continued guidance sup-
porting the Judd-a-thon.

Friday at the Post we hosted early packet pick up with the help of our dedicated VFW Auxiliary members.
This helped ease some of the chaos of check in on race day. Sunday morning our dedicated volunteers ar-
rived bright and early to set up and prep for the day's festivities. Thanks to our seasoned volunteers, check in
was smooth and participants were able to peruse raffle baskets and other fundraising items on display. Rev-
elers were greeted with a new T-shirt design and color this year (thanks to Action Screen Print for donating
the upgraded T-Shirts!).

A little before 10:00am, the horde of runners headed down to the starting line for a "warm up" led by Com-
mander Staci Boyer. We honored our fallen service members with a moment of silence, followed by our Na-
tional Anthem proudly sung by Michelle Nanni. The opening ceremony was capped off by a breathtaking flyo-
ver by the Lima Lima flight team. At exactly 10:01am, “racers” took off with gusto, sprinting, walking, rolling,
and in some cases crawling! We concluded the event by recognizing the top three youth finishers, award for
best costume (well done Miss Agent Orange!), raffle drawings, and fellowship over burgers and brats donat-
ed by Hugo’s Frog Bar. Thank you again to our many sponsors, volunteers, and participants that made this
event a success.

If you’ve not yet achieved peak athletic achievement by completing this 0.1k race, mark your calendar for
September 21, 2025, for the 12th Annual Judd-a-thon! Looking forward to see you there!

Business of the Post
Post Meeting 9/12/2024 Highlights

At 1900, Commander Staci Boyer opened the meeting according to Ritual.

Three new members were proposed: Kyle DeFranceschi, USMC, Afghanistan; Daniel Fornicola, Army, Iraq;
David Hoffman, Air Force, Vietnam

Quartermaster reported yet another good month, though a cancellation of a hall rental reduced anticipated
bar revenue. We paid property tax this month. Thanks to an lllinois Law, the property tax remains as-
sessed on the value of the building/land from the early 1960s. Overall, Post is in very good financial
shape. Rental rates will be raised in 2025.

Two members in distress were noted. For more information, please contact the Quartermaster.

Color Guard has two events in October: Oct 11 at NNHS, Oct 18 at NCHS.

New stools are coming for the Canteen. Costs offset by the Tailgate Fundraiser and selling off the current
stools.

Trustees recommended three donations for a total of $600.

Meeting was closed according to Ritual. Next meeting is October 10, 2024, at 1900hrs.




.\ Junior Vice Commander
‘ ’ Josh Warner

Just a quick mention of some events coming up this month: 10/5 The VFW CarTober Extravaganza Car Show
AND Arts and Crafts show, 10/ 11 NNHS Salute to Service, and 10/18 is NCHS Military Appreciation.

In 1922, the Navy League, a civilian nonprofit, first celebrated Navy Day on October 27th. This date was con-
sidered to be the U.S. Navy’s birthday based on a document presented to the Continental Congress in 1775.
The document supported the purchase of merchant ships to form an American navy.

From 1922- 1949 Navy Day was celebrated officially and the U.S. Navy participated annually with dispatched
ships to various U.S. ports for public celebrations.

The last official observation was in 1949, when the first Secretary of Defense, Louis A. Johnson designated the
third Saturday in May as Armed Forces Day, a joint celebration of all branches of service, to officially replace
Navy Day. However, this did not deter the Navy League from continuing to organize events celebrating the
original Navy Day on October 27th.

in 1970, while conducting research, Naval historians determined the true birth date of the United States Navy
was in fact October 13th, 1775. Therefore, the Navy’s birthday was officially changed. Navy Day continues to
be observed despite the change. Either way, Happy Birthday Squids!

125th Anniversary of VFW City Council Proclamation and Canteen Party

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version and see the full gallery on his SmugMug page.
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https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/125th-Anniversary-Proclamation-2024/i-B4P853L/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/125th-Anniversary-Proclamation-2024/i-B4P853L/A
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Today, we all have to be on the lookout for cyber crooks (i.e., scammers). They can appear anywhere in our
lives: on the phone, in our emails, and most insidiously without our knowledge.

So the question is how do you prevent it?? Well today is your lucky day. The VA has created a new website
dedicated to helping YOU detect fraud in the making. In fact, the theme of the site is "Learn, Detect, and Pro-
tect." Visit https://vsafe.gov.

It discusses all types of fraud from VA Benefits, to cars, to financial, and even includes online dating. In all,
the site discusses 12 areas where fraudsters thrive.

Do yourself a favor, visit the website and perhaps save yourself some money and grief.

p5% Report suspected fraud!
\ VETERAN « SERVICE MEMBER « FAMILY

FRAUD EVASION Protect yourself and others; call the VSAFE
Fraud Hotline at 833-38V-SAFE (8-7233).

Naperville 9/11/2024 Remembrance Service
Submitted by Wayne Fischer

Our Committee would like to thank everyone that participated in or attended our Annual Remembrance Ser-
vice at our CDR Dan Shanower Memorial. This was the 23rd Anniversary of the attack on our Country and
the 21st Anniversary of the Dedication of our Memorial Wall.

The objective of this Remembrance Service is for each of us to remember what happened that day and to re-
member all of the Men and Woman that lost their lives. We were there to Remember and Honor our First
Responders (Firemen, Police, Service Personnel) who lost their lives that day or in the wars that followed,
and also the many Civilians who were lost. Our speakers shared their personal thoughts about what 9/11 tru-
ly meant to them and why we need to, and will, continue this Remembrance Service.

Yes, it was a warm day, but let’s think about what all our Americans lost this day, and in the wars following,
had to deal with on September 11th, 2001” They didn’t have time to think about sitting down or feeling a
little off. When the attack came, they could only focus on survival. Not all survived, but | am sure those that
did, are proud to be Americans as their lives had changed forever.

| hope you will remember what | shared in our last newsletter regarding my friend and fellow Marine Chop-
per Pilot, Billy Ruth, when he went back into the rubble to help someone crying for help at the Pentagon. |
cannot imagine that experience in any way. He paid the ultimate sacrifice and will be remembered for that
as will all those First Responders Firemen; Police; Service Personnel and ALL others lost.
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https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/
https://vsafe.gov/
https://vsafe.gov/
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National Home Chairman @
Mike McGrath VFW NATIONAL HOME

lllinois day 2024 at the National Home!

Saturday, September 21, was a beautiful day as the sun came out after our early morning visit to the National
Home Plot at the local Rosehill Cemetery, where we honored the gravesite of Elgie Hanna, a National Home
resident and an Army Veteran of the 1st Cavalry Division who was KIA in Vietnam.

The National Home Campus was beautiful, and we had a great visit! There were guided tours of the campus.
Both lllinois homes | and Il are occupied and well maintained. And the National Home Museum was also well
enjoyed. Raffles and souvenirs were available in the Community Center, as was popcorn and ice cream. 2024
Poppy Child Layla said hello and lunch was served at noon. The program began at 1pm.

Check out the video they have posted about the history of the Home.

"Judd-a-thon 2024" — Post 3873 again leads the way!

We are so very grateful to Jennifer Slown, the Judd-a-thon crew and all of the sponsors for their great work
on this year's race as our Post again led the way in the state of lllinois by contributing more than $22,000 to
the Home. We also presented Judd-a-thon race shirts to both National Home Executive Director, Mike Wilson
and lllinois VFW State Commander, Maurice Bridges. All in all, it was a great day, and we expect to have some
"pics" available for you shortly.

Blessings to everyone and many thanks to all our Post and Auxiliary members for your great support for the
National Home!

Remembrance Day Ceremony

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version and see the fu

Il gallery on his SmugMug page.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ee44fTJqtzg&ab_channel=VFWNationalHome
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Events/09-11-Ceremony/09-11-Ceremony-2024-Naperville-Illinois
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Events/09-11-Ceremony/09-11-Ceremony-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-VcMFsPN/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Events/09-11-Ceremony/09-11-Ceremony-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-chL6rkx/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Events/09-11-Ceremony/09-11-Ceremony-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-ZKTPvpp/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Events/09-11-Ceremony/09-11-Ceremony-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-Gbsspr7/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Events/09-11-Ceremony/09-11-Ceremony-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-qWqw4jx/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Events/09-11-Ceremony/09-11-Ceremony-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-CSdRQkB/A

Auxiliary President
Kathy Thornton

August 18-District Meeting /

September 7-Resilience Tactics Workshop (caregivers support) /

September 15-Judd-a-Thon /

September 17-VFW Golf Outing ./~

September 26-125th VFW Anniversary Celebration /

Special thanks to all Auxiliary members who donate their time to our events. /

We have been a very busy Auxiliary assisting the Post in various projects with one shared goal-to help Veter-
ans and their families. Enough looking back, now looking ahead with more fun projects:

. Saturday, 10/5 Car Show at the Post. Food trucks, craft fair (on porch), raffle prizes, lottery raffle and
lots of awesome cars. Come and vote for your favorite! Staci, our commander will present a Commander’s
Choice Award too! Volunteers needed.

. Tuesday, 10/8 Hines’ visits to resume Watch for Dennis’ eblast for updates. All are welcome!

. Saturday, 11/23-Turkey Raffle (mark those calendars now!)

. Tuesday, 12/3-Painting on the Porch with Pinot’s Palette. Cost is $45 per person, and Pinot’s will kick
back $10.00 per painter to the Auxiliary. Christmas shopping v

L Saturday, 12/14-Post party upstairs

. Sunday, 12/15-Children’s Christmas party. More details to come. Volunteers needed

With so much going on, | do hope | have not forgotten anything.

Loved seeing so many at our last meeting (almost 30 in attendance). Thank you!

Still need some committee chairs for miscellaneous committees. Come to our next meeting on Thursday, Oc-
tober 17, at 7:00pm upstairs at the Post to see how you can help our cause.

Judd-A-Thon 2024 Photos

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version and see the full gallery on his SmugMug page.
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https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Judd-A-Thon-2024
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Judd-A-Thon-2024/i-mhCVjS5/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Judd-A-Thon-2024/i-VT4nwvG/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Judd-A-Thon-2024/i-wvVqJHG/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Judd-A-Thon-2024/i-PsdMnD9/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Judd-A-Thon-2024/i-XGK8SWV/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Judd-A-Thon-2024/i-h8RJ4Cx/A
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Hines Hospital Visits

Hines Hospital visits will take place on the second
Tuesday of each month from September through
June. Due to Hospital requirements face masks will be
required for all participants when they enter. The bus
will leave from the Post promptly at 6:30PM and we
should return before 9PM.

Questions: John Shaw, theshawsjb@aol.com

Canteen Hours

Open Close
Mon—Thur 1:00 p.m. 10:00 pm
Friday Noon Midnight
Saturday Noon 10:00 pm
Sunday Noon 6:00 pm

The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early
due to low patronage. The bartender will give a last
call and close the Canteen 15 minutes later.

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except
the Bartenders.

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are
encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send arti-
cles and photos to the email address below. Photos
MUST include location, date, event, names. All submis-
sions may be edited for length and content as needed.

Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for
convenience and information only and are consistent
with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the
appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute
endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the infor-
mation, products, or services contained therein.
Kendall-Gram Editor:

Mark Overstreet

kendallgramvfw3873@gmail.com

Post Information

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873
908 W. Jackson
Naperville, IL 60540

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820
Website Address: napervfw3873.org

Facebook: Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the
Post.

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers

Commander

Sr. Vice Commander
Jr. Vice Commander
Quartermaster
Ass’t Quartermaster
Ass’t Quartermaster
Adjutant

Judge Advocate
Surgeon

Service Officer
Officer of the Day
Guard

Chaplain

1-Year Trustee
2-Year Trustee
3-Year Trustee

Americanism
Blood Drive
Buddy Poppy
Building

Color Guard
Communications
Eighth Grade Awards
Facilities Manager
Grounds

Honor Guard
Hospital

House

House

House
Membership
Legislative
National Home
Patriot’s Pen
Safety

Scout Liaison
Social Media
Voice of Democracy

President

Sr. Vice President
Jr. Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Chaplain

Guard
Conductress

Staci Boyer
Jennifer Slown
Josh Warner
Phil Maughan
John Shaw
Tom Parker
David Jones
Dom Guerrieri
Ingrid Kanady
Dennis Lukavsky
Lou Kueltzo
Roger Budny
Bob Grember
Roger Budny
Craig Frier
Leo Jaime

Committees

Tom Parker
Ingrid Kanady
Bob Colby

Dennis Regan
Dennis Lukavsky
Tom Benton

Phil Maughan
Jim Oftedal

John Shaw

Mike McGrath
Bob Tallon

Mike Rechenmacher
Staci Boyer
Frank Haynes
Mike McGrath
Mark Overstreet
Mike McGrath
Todd Schuneman
Staci Boyer

Mark Overstreet

Auxiliary Officers

Kathy Thornton
Kristen Jungles
Elizabeth Kuhn
Nancy Marinello
Leo Hart

Maryann Groner
Mary Ellen DiMatteo
Sue Hoffman

(773) 351-4646

(630) 383-1974
(630) 253-3318
(630) 280-9347

(630) 207-3100
(847) 951-3300
(630) 272-9064
(630) 898-8760
(630) 205-8745
(630) 960-1998
(630) 205-8745
(630) 373-1186
(773) 441-3887

(630) 280-9347
(847) 951-3300
(630) 301-2664

(630) 361-4644
(630) 272-9064
(630) 579-8514

(630) 357-3440
(630) 357-4030
(630) 253-3318
(630) 357-2680
(630) 561-9902

(773) 351-4646
(630) 357-2906
(630) 357-2680
(773) 517-7346
(630) 357-2680
(815) 791-4178
(773) 351-4646
(773) 517-7346

(630) 816-0506
(630) 363-8138



VFW Post 3873
Upcoming Events

October 2024

10/1 Hines Outreach at the Post; Auxiliary Social

10/5 Monarch Landing Visit; VFW Cartober Extravaganza Car Show

10/8 Hines Hospital Visit

10/9 Yoga for Vets

10/10 VFW Meeting

10/11 Salute To Service, NNHS

10/11 Ross sings the classics

10/12 Brookdale Retirement Home visit; District 19 Steak Fundraiser, West
Chicago

10/13 US Navy Birthday

10/16 Yoga for Vets

10/17 Auxiliary Meeting

10/18 Military Appreciation NCHS

10/19 Tabor Hills visit

10/21 Veteran Business Connection Meeting at Rosie’s

10/23 Yoga for Vets

10/26 Story Point Retirement Home Visit

10/30 Yoga for Vets

Follow us on Instagram and
Facebook. Look for highlight
buttons for what we have
been doing and what is up-
coming labeled by the
month. On Facebook we
pin upcoming events for
easy access. You can also
find past KendallGram links
on all of our social media
channels as well. ALL up-
coming events are also on
this Ticket Source link!

10/31 Teacher of the Year deadline for submission; Patriot’s Pen and Voice of Democracy deadline for sub-

mission

Upcoming Events

11/2 Marine Corps Birthday Ball

11/8 Color Guard Tabor Hills

11/8 WVHS Academy Alumni for Veterans Day panel
11/10 USMC Birthday

11/11 Veterans Day dinner/ School Visits

11/14 VFW Meeting

11/15 Costume Party/Heros T4Tots Legion

}4

11/18 Veteran Business Connection Meeting at Rosies 8am
11/23 Turkey Raffle
11/29 Rotary Parade of Lights

(payment link will be texted to you)
*Rain make-up day Sunday. October 6
(1pm — 4 PM)

@1 VFW Naperville ﬂ

1st Annual CAR SHOW
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 (11 AM — 3 PM) ¥

Free Entry to the Public*
Rare/Exotic Cars, Food Trucks, Drinks,
Music, Raffles, Craft Fair & More!
Vote for your favorite cars!
**Top 25 cars win trophies
(Best In Show, 1st Place Class, Commanders Choice, Winners)

Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873
908 W. Jackson Ave., Naperville 60540
Event and Registered Show Cars @ VFW South Parking Lot
Public Parking @ Centennial beach lot (shuttle avail.)
*Free entry to public (donations to VFW Post accepted)

**$25 car entry fee (for trophies and expenses)
To register. text name/car year/make/model to Neil @ 630-710-4710
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https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873

