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I have said it before, and I’ll probably not stop saying it! This is one of the proudest accomplishments of my life 
and I am both honored and grateful for the opportunity. I eagerly look forward to continuing my efforts to 
make a positive impact in serving our Veteran Community.  
 
I was asked last week in the canteen what my mission is. - I have always had a mission to keep our VFW robust 
and thriving.  
 
An overall goal of mine to accomplish this is to “Create experiences that our Veterans WANT to be a part of”. 
We will be doing a lot of this while celebrating the 125th anniversary of the VFW!  
 
Remember as we forge forward, the loudest voice we hear for change in our lives, communities and ourselves 
- is our OWN. Let’s use it! All of this is the root of my personal mission. 
 
To expand on this I must add the following: Our Post has been doing a lot of things very well for many years. 
My goal is to leverage new media and to create a different type of content to expand our already vast reach. 
We will build up from a solid foundation, with a strong focus on community engagement events, physical and 
mental wellness programs, career and education support, recreational activities for all of our different age 
groups, Veteran recognition and appreciation, family-friendly events, support with benefits, housing, and peer
-to-peer support networking. 
 
Along with maintaining, and, as appropriate, expanding our current veteran 
outreach programs. All of these items are my priority for our post. 
 
Here we go!  
 
Let’s create experiences that our Veterans WANT to be a part of - AND - 
Let’s take care of each other! 
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What an honor it is to be elected to the Senior Vice position at the best BEST VFW Post in the nation! Thank 
you for granting me your trust and confidence. I do not take this responsibility lightly and will work every day 
to serve you and all Veterans. While I know many of my fellow VFW comrades, I realize many of you may not 
know me and a short introduction to my background might be beneficial.  
 
My family moved to Naperville in 1998, and I attended 5th grade through high school in Naperville (Mill 
Street Elementary, Jefferson Junior High, and Naperville North). I was in 8th grade at JJHS when 9/11 hap-
pened and witnessing the attack in real time had a profound impact on my life instilling a sense of service to 
my nation and community. I enlisted in the Marine Corps and attended recruit training at Parris Island, SC, in 
December 2009. Following entry-level training, I served as a Supply Administration Marine, deploying to Af-
ghanistan in 2011 and the Horn of Africa in 2013. I attained the rank of Sergeant and then commissioned as 
an officer in 2016 as a Manpower Officer. I currently serve in the Marine Corps Reserve as the Marine for Life 
Coordinator for the Chicagoland area. My role is to assist transitioning service members, Veterans, and their 
families in connecting with employers looking to hire Veterans, VA healthcare, mental health resources, 
housing assistance, education benefits, and really anything else a Veteran might be in need of. Whether a 
service member has been out for 4 days or 40 years, the Marine for Life program is ready to serve (ALL Veter-
ans can utilize the M4L Network!). I currently live in south Naperville with my husband and our three young 
children while operating our real estate and property management business.  
 
Looking to the upcoming year, we have a tall order to fill in terms of membership. Under the leadership of 
our Past Commander Leo Jaime and current Commander Staci Boyer, our membership has soared. What 
does that mean for our loyal members? We need to not only maintain our roll of current members, but 
GROW! Our slate of officers is energized and asking for your help in growing our active post. If you know of a 
Veteran that might be interested in joining our ranks, please have them follow the QR code, visit our website, 
or contact me or Staci directly. Looking forward to the upcoming year with all of you! 

Senior Vice Commander  

 Jennifer Slown 

Business of the Post 

Post Meeting 6/13/2024 Highlights 

Commander-elect Boyer opened the meeting at 1702 according to ritual. 
One new Life Member, John Fair, Air Force, was proposed. Colby motioned, Kelso second. Motion passed.  
Quartermaster report for two months (April, May). In April, strong Canteen and Hall. The Plant Sale was the 

best in 25 years. Post received a substantial donation from a member for general use. Only unusual ex-
pense in April was work on the ice machine. In May, good Canteen and Hall were augmented by another 
donation from the community and by memorials in lieu of flowers as requested the Haynes family.  

Service Officer cautioned against engaging someone who will charge you for help with pursuing Veteran ben-
efits. The Veteran Service Officer is at the Post the first Tuesday of every month to provide help for free. 

Honor Guard reported 4 graveside services (3 Army, 1 Marine) and 3 events, including Memorial Day.  
Color Guard participated in the same three events above and is making plans for the next few months.  
Hines visits are paused for July and August, but June visit was very successful. 
Poppy distribution was successful and the first year with the QR code for donations was successful. Will con-

tinue that in the future.  160 people volunteered. 
Trustees recommended two donations, to Operation Support Our Troop and USS Illinois SSN 786 Foundation, 

for a total of $2000. Motion passed.  
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Honor Guard 

 Jim Oftedal 

As a reminder to our membership, once a veteran has passed, another important aspect of our govern-

ment's "Allowed Benefits" comes into play for which the veteran’s family must apply. These benefits (burial 

and plot costs) are offered to help cover some burial costs. The Veterans Family/Next of Kin (NOK) must ap-

ply for these allowances. Use the link for description and steps to request benefits up to 2 years after death 

of your veteran.  

https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/ 

The items for verification which the family/NOK must provide are:  

•   DD-214 and Death Certificate. 

•   Receipts of expenditures paid. 

•   Statement of Account (preferably with the letterhead of the funeral director or cemetery owner) 

It is imperative that you, the VFW/AL veteran, provide this information to someone in your family to apply 

for these benefits. Our government has a 2 year limit, from date of death, for these allowances to be paid to 

the deceased veterans family/estate. 

If the veteran is to be buried at Abe Lincoln National Cemetery, or any other national cemetery, review their 

requirements at https://www.cem.va.gov/burial_benefits/index.asp 

 “Never volunteer for anything!” 
 
 That was our mantra as young enlistees. Keep your head down. Don’t get noticed. Don’t make eye 
contact. And for God’s sake, DO NOT raise your hand!!! 
 
 Well… I’ve always had a problem with ‘Diarrhea of the Mouth,’ and it usually starts like this, “Y’ know 
what would be a good idea…?” 
 
 And that’s what gets me into ‘trouble.’ 
 
 “That’s a great idea! Why don’t you implement that?” I never understood the ‘question mark’ or the 
inflection of tone, because it was most certainly not a request. So, like a GOOD Sailor, I’d dutifully put togeth-
er a Survival Training course for our aviators… or volunteer to go on detachment to sea for a few weeks to fill 
a TAD billet for said DET… or design a new prototype holster for the M9, to replace the outdated .38 Special 
(that the Navy was still purchasing from Depot Level…). 
 Nowadays, it’s “Shouldn’t we have some CPR/ AED training for the Post?” (An idea that came to me 
after a first responder situation I was involved in.) 
 “Great Idea! Why don’t you implement that?” Again. Not really a question. 

Junior Vice Commander  

 Josh Warner 

https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/
https://www.cem.va.gov/burial_benefits/index.asp
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Taps 
George Almeida, 81 years old, Army, Vietnam 

Robert Blood, Jr, 79 years old, Army, Vietnam 

Paul Wagener, 90 years old, USMC, Vietnam 

 

Contact the Quartermaster for  mailing addresses if you wish to send a sympathy card. 

Have You Heard About the VFW’s Partners in Patriotism? – Would you like to support the VFW’s life-changing programs for veter-

ans, service members and their families without receiving all of the unwanted mail? The VFW has developed an option that lets 

you support VFW programs on a monthly, quarterly, or yearly basis, as well as reduce expenses and eliminate National’s mailed 

solicitations for donations. It is called Partners in Patriotism. As a member of Partners in Patriotism, you choose a set dollar 

amount for your donation (minimum amount of $10) that is either charged to your credit card or set up as an Electronic Funds 

Transfer (EFT) from your bank account. If you are interested in joining Partners in Patriotism, you may contact the VFW Develop-

ment Department Donor Services at 816-756-3390, ext. 6318, or email partners@vfw.org with “Partners in Patriotism Application” 

in the subject line. 

Service Officer Updates 
 Dennis Lukavsky 

VA Form 21-22 vs. VA Form 21-22a: Appointment of Individual As Claimant's Representative 
 
When Veterans decide to file a claim with the VA, they usually seek help to do so. That person needs to be 
authorized by you before the VA will recognize that person. The Veteran provides that recognition via VA 
Form 21-22 and VA form 21-22a.  Although there is only one letter separating the two forms, there is a sig-
nificant difference between the forms: Form 21-22 authorizes ONLY a Veterans Service Organization (ie. 
VFW, American Legion) to be the rep.  Form 21-22a authorizes pretty much anyone to be the veteran's rep.   
 
Typically, a non VSO person is a lawyer or other agent expecting to be compensated for their services.  
Choosing such a person could be expensive. 
 
A VSO individual is salaried and that salary is paid by the Veteran Service Organization.  As a result you pay 
nothing to file your claim. 
 
The choice is yours, but I would suggest using a VSO.  As a reminder Russ Meredith (our post VSO) visits Na-
perville the first Tuesday of every month from 10AM to 2PM to consult with veterans, for FREE. 

Service Officer Email Blast Distribution List 

Our Service Officer sends out several emails per month with updates on events at the Post, important details 

from the State and National VFW offices, and other information of interest to members of the Post. If you 

would like to receive the Blasts, please send an email to dlukavsky@yahoo.com. 

mailto:partners@vfw.org
mailto:dlukavsky@yahoo.com
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National Home Chairman 
 Mike McGrath 

Thank you and Congratulations! 
 
Thank you all for your great support for the National Home as our Post 
again won the VFW First Place Award for most dollars donated in the State 
of Illinois! 
 
The Judd-A-Thon was a great success as it raised more than $40,000 and we 
are truly grateful! 
 
Many thanks to race director, Pablo Araya and to everyone who participat-
ed and helped out. Special thanks also to Past Commander Leo Jaime for his 
great support! 
 

Founded in 1925, the VFW National Home offers help to military families, veteran families, VFW descendants 
and, especially, the children. 
 
Deserving military and veteran families can be provided with both free housing for up to four years and pro-
fessional case managers who help them find a new path forward. The home's case managers help by enhanc-
ing job skills and helping the families to set goals for the future while giving the children a chance to live a 
normal, happy childhood. 
 
If you know a military or veteran family who might be struggling, encourage them to call the toll-free helpline 
800-313-4200. The helpline is answered Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Eastern 
time. Could this help someone you know? 

Bonus Memorial Day Photos 2024 

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version and see the full gallery on his SmugMug page.  

https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Memorial-Day-Parade/Memorial-Day-Parade-2024-Naperville-Illinois
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Memorial-Day-Parade/Memorial-Day-Parade-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-ss592PQ/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Memorial-Day-Parade/Memorial-Day-Parade-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-SkGz7JX/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Memorial-Day-Parade/Memorial-Day-Parade-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-W6VXKp4/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Memorial-Day-Parade/Memorial-Day-Parade-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-fx3SxXR/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Memorial-Day-Parade/Memorial-Day-Parade-2024-Naperville-Illinois/i-K73DD5S/A
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Auxiliary President  

 Kathy Thornton  

Happy Summer!  
I would like to introduce our new slate of Auxiliary officers:  
 President: Kathy Thornton   Guard: Mary Ellen DiMatteo 
 Senior Vice President: Kristen Jungles Conductor: Sue Hoffmann 
 Junior Vice President: Elizabeth Kuhn 1 Year Trustee: Amy Ownby 
 Treasurer: Leo Hart    2 Year Trustee: Julie Cunningham 
 Secretary: Nancy Marinello   3 Year Trustee: Brenda Hasler 
 Chaplain: Maryann Groner    
Thank you all for stepping up to the plate, I mean slate.  
 
Now that I have my first meeting behind me, I do notice we need more hands-on deck. There are positions I 
need filled on various committees. Please contact me for more information (kmrthornton@sbcglobal.net or 
630.667.6704). I hope to hear from you!   
 
Our Auxiliary meets the third Thursday of every month at 7:00pm in the Post Hall. We hope to see you there. 
After the meeting, we socialize in the Canteen.  
Shout out to our watering team for keeping the Post plants feed. Rain helps a bit, but the plants love the ex-
tra TLC. 

Auxiliary members Bernadette Budny, Frances McGrath and Maryann Groner attend-
ed the 100th Department of Illinois Convention in Springfield June 5-9.  Through the 
efforts of the membership, we were awarded “Circle of Excellence” for the second 
year.  One of our art submissions was judged third in the state contest.  Congratula-
tions to Annalise who received a $100 award from the Department Auxiliary.  Finally, 
thank you to the VFW for designing the awesome challenge coin in commemoration 
of this centennial convention. 
 
 

Every VFW member shares a powerful legacy of serving in combat to defend our nation.  By choosing to join the VFW, we also ex-

tended that legacy through our commitment to assist veterans, their families, and our communities.  The VFW has a unique pro-

gram which enables us to further our legacy in another important way.   Legacy Life Membership allows you to upgrade your life 

membership for a fixed amount of money that will create a perpetual income stream to the VFW at the Post, State and National 

levels.  There are three levels (Bronze, Silver, and Gold) that range from $400 to $1,200.  Donations can be made all at once or over 

time until you reach your desired amount.  The various benefits associated with Legacy Life Membership include a tax deduction, 

discounts on purchases from the VFW Store, and more.  The greatest benefit, however, is the knowledge that you are helping to 

provide a perpetual source of income to ensure the important work of the VFW in assisting veterans, their families, and our com-

munities will continue forever.  

Please contact Post QM Phil Maughan at (630) 383-1974 for additional information. 
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Hines Hospital Visits 

Hines Hospital visits will take place on the second 
Tuesday of each month from September through 
June.  Due to Hospital requirements face masks will be 
required for all participants when they enter. The bus 
will leave from the Post promptly at 6:30PM and we 
should return before 9PM. 

Questions: John Shaw, theshawsjb@aol.com 

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers 

Commander  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Sr. Vice Commander Jennifer Slown 

Jr. Vice Commander Josh Warner 

Quartermaster  Phil Maughan  (630) 383-1974 

Ass’t Quartermaster John Shaw  (630) 253-3318 

Ass’t Quartermaster Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Adjutant   David Jones   

Judge Advocate  Dom Guerrieri  (630) 207-3100 

Surgeon   Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Service Officer  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Officer of the Day  Lou Kueltzo  (630) 898-8760 

Guard   Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

Chaplain   Bob Grember  (630) 960-1998  

1-Year Trustee  Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

2-Year Trustee  Craig Frier  (630) 373-1186  

3-Year Trustee  Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 
 

Committees 

Americanism  Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Blood Drive  Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Buddy Poppy  Bob Colby  (630) 301-2664 

Building    

Color Guard  Dennis Regan  (630) 361-4644 

Communications  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Eighth Grade Awards Tom Benton  (630) 579-8514 

Facilities Manager  

Grounds   Phil Maughan  (630) 357-3440 

Honor Guard  Jim Oftedal  (630) 357-4030 

Hospital   John Shaw  (630) 253-3318  

House   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

House   Bob Tallon  (630) 561-9902 

House   Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Membership  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Legislative  Frank Haynes  (630) 357-2906 

National Home  Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Patriot’s Pen  Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 

Safety   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Scout Liaison  Todd Schuneman  (815) 791-4178 

Social Media  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Voice of Democracy Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 
 

Auxiliary Officers 

 

President  Kathy Thornton   

Sr. Vice President  Kristen Jungles    

Jr. Vice President  Elizabeth Kuhn   

Secretary  Nancy Marinello   

Treasurer  Leo Hart   (630) 816-0506 

Chaplain   Maryann Groner  (630) 363-8138 

Guard   Mary Ellen DiMatteo   

Conductress  Sue Hoffman   

Canteen Hours 

  Open  Close 

Mon—Thur 1:00 p.m. 10:00 pm 

Friday  Noon  Midnight 

Saturday Noon  10:00 pm 

Sunday  Noon  6:00 pm 

The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early 
due to low patronage. The bartender will give a last 
call and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 
 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except 
 the Bartenders.  

 

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS  

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are 
encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send arti-
cles and photos to the email address below. Photos 
MUST include location, date, event, names. All submis-
sions may be edited for length and content as needed.  
 
Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for 
convenience and information only and are consistent 
with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the 
appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute 
endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the infor-
mation, products, or services contained therein. 
Kendall-Gram Editor:  
 Mark Overstreet 
 kendallgramvfw3873@gmail.com 

Post Information 

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 

  908 W. Jackson 

  Naperville, IL 60540 

 

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820 
 

Website Address:   napervfw3873.org 
 

Facebook:  Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873 

 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the 
Post. 
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July 2024 

Tues 7/2: 10:00am-2:00pm, Hines Outreach, VFW 

Post; 5:00pm, Auxiliary Social, Canteen 

Wed 7/3: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post; 7:00pm 

Karaoke, Canteen 

Fri 7/5-Sun 7/7: Naper Salute 

Sat 7/6: 10:00am, Monarch Landing Visit 

Wed 7/10: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post; 7:00pm 

Karaoke, Canteen   

Thurs 7/11: 7:00pm, VFW Post Meeting, VFW Post 

Sat 7/13: 10:00am, Brookdale Retirement Home Visit 

Mon 7/15: 8:00am, Veteran Business Networking, Rosie’s Diner 

Wed 7/17: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post; 7:00pm Karaoke, Canteen 

Thurs 7/18: 7:00pm, Auxiliary Meeting, VFW Post 

Sat 7/20: 10:00am, Tabor Hills Visit 

Wed 7/24: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post; 6:30pm, CPR/AED Training; 7:00pm Karaoke, Canteen 

Sat 7/27: 10:00am, Story Point Retirement Home Visit 

Wed 7/31: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post; 7:00pm Karaoke, Canteen 

 

Upcoming events: 

8/4 Barstool Fundraiser 

8/17 Veteran Owned Business & Resource Fair, VFW Post 

8/18 VFW Post 3873 Hosts District Meeting 

 

9/5 Legion Golf Outing 

9/11 Ceremonies 

9/15 Judd-A-Thon 

9/21 Illinois Day at National Home 

 

 

 

VFW Post 3873 

Upcoming Events 
 

Monthly Recurring Events 

First Tuesday: Hines Outreach; Auxiliary Social 

Second Tuesday: Hines Hospital POC John Shaw 

(not July, August) 

Every Wednesday: Yoga in the morning; Karaoke 

in the evening 

Second Thursday: Post Meeting 

Third Monday: Veteran Business Network 

Third Thursday: Auxiliary meeting 

Every Saturday: Retirement home visit 


