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Home Stretch! 
 
Comrades, as we enter the last quarter of our fiscal year, I’d like to congratulate all of you for supporting the 
programs that make our Post an integral part of the Naperville veteran community. Your volunteerism high-
lights your dedication to our mission and showcase that we are indeed “still serving”. 
 
The next three months, however, will be crucial to close the year successfully and reinforce the foundation for 
years to come. There are two areas of focus: 
 
Membership: We are just over 96% of our goal, and we need approximately 20 new members to reach 100%. 
We need just a few more than that to reach 102%, the threshold to be awarded the coveted State and Nation-
al awards. 96% is not a dismissible accomplishment considering the high-bar we set last year, but not a posi-
tion where we can relax and throttle back our recruiting campaign. With this in mind, please allow me to be 
the broken record, again: Our recruiting event -one coming up in May - and the ongoing outreach efforts at 
every Post event we hold, including Fish Frys, Vet-owned business fairs, the hard work of our Honor and Color 
guard teams, social media posts, active canteen schedule, etc., will move the needle. We will still need all 
hands-on-deck. We are all Recruiters! If you see a young man or woman wearing anything military, such as a 
hat, patch, or top, or driving around with military license plates, bumper stickers, or insignias approach them, 
thank them for their service, and encourage them to come by the Post.  I am convinced that once they come 
through the doors and meet our members, they’ll know they have found their home away from home. For 
those of you who are coming up for renewal in the next few months, consider converting to a Life Member-
ship. It’s well worth the cost, and less expensive than renewing every year. 
 
Officers and Committee Chairs: We are currently actively looking for a few good men and women to lead us 
and carry the legacy that many committed leaders have built. As you are aware, these last couple of years 
have brought significant change to the demographics in our ranks. Many of our seasoned members are looking 
to pass the torch to the new generation. First, join me in thanking them for their invaluable contributions and 
service, but more importantly, join me in this great opportunity to step up and shape the future of our Post 
and the VFW. The selection process is taking place now. Call me or our Senior Vice Boyer with and make a 
difference! 
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Senior Vice Commander  

 Staci Boyer 

It definitely takes a village and this village came together and made our fish fry a success! What a joy it is to 
see our community full of the volunteer spirit. I want to thank the Auxiliary for stepping up and keeping eve-
rything flowing from the start. Draft Picks Naperville provided our amazing food, cooked by my husband 
Scott! My son Corbin led our front of the house team while Matt Rousch kept the kitchen in check! Some very 
honorable mentions and high fives go out to Heart of a Veteran, Jordan Holwell, NNHS and NCHS Veterans 
clubs, PNHS students that showed up every week, Legion Riders, Naperville Chimney Sweeps, Ray McGury & 
friends, Naperville Hose Company, Boy Scout troop 111, Renata Donis, Julie Berkowicz, Trish Krenick, John 
Robbins, Ingrid Kanady & Erica Katz and their families, Mike Calabrese and Jason and Ryan Baron! This was all 
possible because of YOU!  

 
Please continue to help with our post membership recruiting efforts. You 
can always just connect someone interested directly with me or direct them 
to this handy QR code!  We have two upcoming events where we will be set 
up to answer questions and sign people up that are interested:  
5/4/24 The Phoenix Natural Noble Warrior held at  YellowBox Community 
Theatre - all day 
8/17/24 Veteran Owned Business & Resource Fair.  Contact me to register 
for this. 
 
Click this link to RSVP for our upcoming Officer Induction Dinner for the VFW 
and Auxiliary.  

 
If you are looking for great Military gifts, please check out our Kendall Depot offerings! Text me with ques-
tions as we have a lot of inventory! I have everything set up at my studio and will setting up the store at the 
posts for events. 
 
Follow us on our social media platforms on Instagram and Facebook. Look for highlight buttons for what we 
have been doing and what is upcoming labeled by the month.  On Facebook we pin upcoming events to find 
easily. You can also find past Kendall Gram links on all of our social media channels as well.  
 
Veterans, spouses and friends of the post- free workout at my gym on Tuesday mornings! 8am-9am. 1707 
Quincy ave #107. This is open to ALL veterans and you need not be a member of the VFW or Legion. All ability 
levels are welcome. I will modify and work with you as needed. Please RSVP to me at 773-351-4646  
 
Interested in the Adopt a Veterans Grave project? Please text me - 773-351-4646. New legislation being 
passed that will be exciting for this project.  
 
Quote of the month: "A strong community is built by people who are personally committed to sharing their 
time, talent, and treasure." - Joe Irons 
 
 

https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
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Business of the Post 

Post Meeting 3/14/2024 Highlights 

The meeting was opened at 1900 hrs Commander Jaime according to ritual.  
Three members were proposed and accepted. One new member by transfer was present and welcomed. 
Acting Adjutant read Minutes. Motion to approve passed.   
Quartermaster reported good Hall and Canteen revenues. Canteen had a very good month, among, if not 

the, best ever.There was an overall increase in cash on hand. Hall rentals are up 10% over last year. In-
creased inflow includes a donation from the church that uses the Post on Sundays and Fish Fry revenue. 
There were no major expenses except for the outlay for the new shirts, which are available for purchase.  

Membership recruitment for this year is at about 96.5%, so there is still work to be done. Use QR Code or put 
prospects directly in touch with Senior Vice Boyer.  

Honor Guard reported 2 services in February, one Navy and one Air Force. 
Volunteer opportunities to participate in Memorial Day Parade. Contact Tom Parker.  
Hines visits remain on hold due to quarantine at the unit.  
Buddy Poppy team has finalized list of locations. Will start planning sign ups soon.  
House reported that the bathrooms were near completion.  
Trustees recommended four donations totaling $2700. Moved and passed.  
Meeting closed at 2014. Next meeting Thursday, April 11th, 1900 hours.   

Please mark your Calendar for Saturday, May 4th.  
 
We will be holding our Annual Fundraiser for Honor Flight Chicago. It will be held again at the DuPage County 
Fairgrounds 11am through 3pm. As in years past, we will be having live entertainment, lunch, and a Silent 
Auction. Parking will be in the west lot next to the Fairgrounds. More details will follow. 
 
The Flyer is available online. Please Be sure to read the 2d page as it covers “How You Can Help”!!!!! 
Here we list many ways to donate: Tickets; Silent Auction Items; Sponsorships; and Monetary Donations.  

 
Please keep in mind that ALL PROCEEDS go to Honor Flight Chicago. As a 
Board Member of this great organization since its beginning, I have noticed 
that we have more Naperville Veterans going to see their Memorials than in 
the early years and we want that trend to continue. The Honor Flight pro-
vides a day our Veterans will never forget and they appreciate the oppor-
tunity to go. 

2024 DuPage Veterans Foundation Fundraiser 

 Submitted by Wayne Fischer 

https://www.napervfw3873.org/files/2024_DuPage_Veterans_Foundation_Flyer_(1).pdf
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Service Officer Updates 
 Dennis Lukavsky 

Taps 

Donald W. O’Reilly, 102. US Army Air Forces, WWII.  

 

Please submit information to the Post at vfwpost3873@sbcglobal.net or call (630) 355-7664.  

Contact the Quartermaster for  mailing addresses if you wish to send a sympathy card. 

The VA's " Math":   Calculating a Combined Rating 
 
If you are recieving VA benefits for more than one disability and don't understand your cummulative rating, 
you are probably not alone.  It is not exactly straight forward. 
Here is what I'm talking about: 
If you have been given a 20% and  40% disability rating,  you would expect the cumulative rating to be 60%.  
Wrong!!!   
 
The "VA Math" is explained below. 
 
 

Have You Heard About the VFW’s Partners in Patriotism? – Would you like to support the VFW’s life-changing programs for veter-

ans, service members and their families without receiving all of the unwanted mail? The VFW has developed an option that lets 

you support VFW programs on a monthly, quarterly, or yearly basis, as well as reduce expenses and eliminate National’s mailed 

solicitations for donations. It is called Partners in Patriotism. As a member of Partners in Patriotism, you choose a set dollar 

amount for your donation (minimum amount of $10) that is either charged to your credit card or set up as an Electronic Funds 

Transfer (EFT) from your bank account. If you are interested in joining Partners in Patriotism, you may contact the VFW Develop-

ment Department Donor Services at 816-756-3390, ext. 6318, or email partners@vfw.org with “Partners in Patriotism Application” 

in the subject line. 

mailto:partners@vfw.org
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National Home Chairman 
 Mike McGrath 

April, the Month of the Military Child! 
 
Established by then Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger in 1986, April is designated as the Month of the 
Military Child, underscoring the important role military children play in the armed forces community. 
 
It's a time for all of us to applaud military families and children for the sacrifices and challenges they face eve-
ry day. Schools and community groups are encouraged to recognize and honor the more than 1.6 million mili-
tary children, who must often move and change schools due to their parents’ service. 
 
A great reminder that "freedom isn't free" and we all benefit from and should be thankful for their service to 
our country! 
 
"Purple Up" on April 15th! 
 
The color purple indicates support for all military branches through the combination of all branch colors; Air 
Force Blue, Army Green, Coast Guard Blue, Marine Corps Red, Navy Blue, and Space Force Black. 
 
So do "purple up" to show support for our military families and children. 
 
Many thanks to all and especially to the VFW National Home for supporting military families and children! 

March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day 

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version on his SmugMug page.  

https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-6BQpPD2/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Vietnam-Veterans-Day-2024/i-XtkV9Xs/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Vietnam-Veterans-Day-2024/i-pBGJZtK/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Vietnam-Veterans-Day-2024/i-Vqmm4Qs/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Vietnam-Veterans-Day-2024/i-DQstdv6/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Vietnam-Veterans-Day-2024/i-fwfcQCh/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Veterans-Day-and-Healing/Vietnam-Veterans-Day-2024/i-DCdQ3cS/A
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Auxiliary Report  

 Bernadette Budny  

April is a month of fresh starts and new beginnings, with its brightly colored daffodils and tulips blooming, 
and fresh warm breezes blowing. Let’s carry this thought on to a new beginning for YOU. Have you read 
about our activities but hesitated to join, thinking “They have enough volunteers?” Or hesitated to join a 
meeting because you don’t personally know the officers? Ours is a fraternal organization. We are brothers 
and sisters through veterans’ service, and we welcome each of you. We have many opportunities to join in 
and serve coming soon. 
 
At our April meeting we will nominate a new slate of officers. Along with all the active members who share 
their efforts and talents, why not join us to share your skill at a meeting (Thursday, April 25 at 7:00)? 

St Patrick’s Day and Fish Fry Photos 

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version on his SmugMug page.  

Senior Vice Representing Veterans in Springfield 

On March 6, Senior Vice Commander Staci Boyer went to Springfield to testify in 
support of  House Bill 4934, sponsored by Illinois State Representative Stephanie 
Kifowit (84th District Rep and USMC Veteran!). The bill amends the Human Re-
mains Protection Act and provides that if human remains that are more than 100 
years old are identified as a veteran’s remains, the Department of Natural Re-
sources shall permit a veterans organization to place a marker to designate that 
grave, if not already designated, as the grave of a veteran. It also provides that if 
the grave is damaged or destroyed, the veterans organization may fix, add, install, 
or refurbish the grave or replace a broken or damaged headstone.  

https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Judd-A-Thon-2023/i-pqQKkTr/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Events/St-Patricks-Day-Parade/St-Patricks-Day-Parade-2024/i-nGvn8w7/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Events/St-Patricks-Day-Parade/St-Patricks-Day-5K-Race-2024/i-hMmHd2Z/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-5Rz28DN/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-Pdh8X5t/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-Gqmwc4g/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-P8HVTCc/A
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Hines Hospital Visits 

Hines Hospital visits will take place on the second 
Tuesday of each month from September through 
June.  Due to Hospital requirements face masks will be 
required for all participants when they enter. The bus 
will leave from the Post promptly at 6:30PM and we 
should return before 9PM. 

Questions: John Shaw, theshawsjb@aol.com 

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers 

Commander  Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 

Sr. Vice Commander Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Jr. Vice Commander Jillian Langer  (773) 732-2172 

Quartermaster  Phil Maughan  (630) 383-1974 

Ass’t Quartermaster John Shaw  (630) 253-3318 

Ass’t Quartermaster Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Adjutant   Matt Hoyt  (630) 362-5564 

Judge Advocate  Dom Guerrieri  (630) 207-3100 

Surgeon   Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Service Officer  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Officer of the Day  Lou Kueltzo  (630) 898-8760 

Guard   Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

Chaplain   Bob Grember  (630) 960-1998  

1-Year Trustee  Pablo Araya  (312) 505-4377 

2-Year Trustee  Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

3-Year Trustee  Craig Frier  (630) 373-1186  
 

Committees 

Americanism  Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Blood Drive  Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Buddy Poppy  Bob Colby  (630) 301-2664 

Building    

Color Guard  Dennis Regan  (630) 361-4644 

Communications  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Eighth Grade Awards Tom Benton  (630) 579-8514 

Facilities Manager  

Grounds   Phil Maughan  (630) 357-3440 

Honor Guard  Jim Oftedal  (630) 357-4030 

Hospital   John Shaw  (630) 253-3318  

House   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

House   Bob Tallon  (630) 561-9902 

House   Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Membership  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Legislative  Frank Haynes  (630) 357-2906 

National Home  Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Patriot’s Pen  Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 

Safety   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Scout Liaison  Todd Schuneman  (815) 791-4178 

Social Media  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Voice of Democracy Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 
 

Auxiliary Officers 

 

President  Maryann Groner  (630) 363-8138 

Sr. Vice President  Bernadette Budny (630) 717-9471  

Jr. Vice President  Tita McLaughlin   

Treasurer  Leo Hart   (630) 816-0506 

Chaplain   Marti Linnert 

Guard   Carol Gloor  (630) 778-6873  

Conductress  Lucy Hoy   

Canteen Hours 

  Open  Close 

Mon—Thur 1:00 p.m. 10:00 pm 

Friday  Noon  Midnight 

Saturday Noon  10:00 pm 

Sunday  Noon  6:00 pm 

The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early 
due to low patronage. The bartender will give a last 
call and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 
 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except 
 the Bartenders.  

 

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS  

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are 
encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send arti-
cles and photos to the email address below. Photos 
MUST include location, date, event, names. All submis-
sions may be edited for length and content as needed.  
 
Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for 
convenience and information only and are consistent 
with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the 
appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute 
endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the infor-
mation, products, or services contained therein. 
Kendall-Gram Editor:  
 Mark Overstreet 
 kendallgramvfw3873@gmail.com 

Post Information 

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 

  908 W. Jackson 

  Naperville, IL 60540 

 

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820 
 

Website Address:   napervfw3873.org 
 

Facebook:  Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873 

 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the 
Post. 
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April 2023 

Tues, 4/2: 10:00am-2:00pm, Hines Outreach, VFW 

Post; 5:00pm, Auxiliary Social, Canteen 

Wed, 4/3: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post  

Sat 4/6: 10:00am, Monarch Landing Visit 

Wed, 4/10: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post  

Thurs 4/11: 7:00pm, VFW Post Meeting, VFW Post 

Sat 4/13 10:00am, Brookdale Retirement Home Visit 

Wed, 4/17: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post  

Thurs 4/18: 7:00pm, Auxiliary Meeting, VFW Post 

Sat, 4/20: 10:00am, Tabor Hills Visit 

Wed, 4/24: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post  

Fri, 4/26: 6:00pm, Nostalgia Night, Canteen 

Sat 4/27: 10:00am, Story Point Retirement Home 

Visit 

 

Upcoming Recruitment events: 

5/4 The Phoenix Natural Noble Warrior, YellowBox Community Theater 

6/30 Officer Induction Dinner, Link to RSVP 

8/17 Veteran Owned Business & Resource Fair  

 

 

 

 

 

 

VFW Post 3873 

Upcoming Events 
 

Monthly Recurring Events 

First Tuesday: Hines Outreach; Auxiliary Social 

Second Tuesday: Hines Hospital (on hold) 

Every Wednesday: Yoga 

Second Thursday: Post Meeting 

Third Thursday: Auxiliary meeting 

Every Saturday: Retirement home visit 

https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873

