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Spring is in the air? Maybe… If Phil and Will were right, and they did not see their shadow last month, we 
should see tulips in no time. Or maybe it’s just a teaser (those two marmots are only right 1/3 of the time) and 
we’ll have a snowy April. In any case, I’ve enjoyed sneaking in 9 holes in 60-degree days in FEBRUARY! 
 
March is a busy month. Our priority is to prepare the slate of officers and committee chairs to present to our 
membership for discussion and selection. I look forward to speaking to many of you in the next few weeks 
about how you can contribute. I need all you to seriously consider assuming a position of leadership, bring in 
fresh ideas and build momentum to take our Post to the next level. There are many of you that have gracefully 
come up to me to express interest; well, this is the time to walk the talk. The commitment does require time 
and effort, but I assure you, it will not interfere with your daily personal routine (family, work, etc.). It will, 
however, give you a sense of accomplishment and make you part of the legacy.  
 
Another priority this month, equally as important, is to focus on membership and set our Post for another suc-
cessful fiscal year. As of printing, we were just shy of 96%. 100% by end of May is achievable! But lets not 
settle at 100%, rather let’s challenge ourselves and shoot for 102% and get another All-State award! I need all 
of you to reach out to those fellow veterans you know who that deserve to be amongst our ranks. The re-
cruiting events organized by our Senior Vice Staci Boyer are extremely helpful, but we must not rely on events 
alone. You are our best recruiter! Additionally, if you are an annual member, please remain current on your 
dues, or better yet, rid yourself of the annual burden and convert to life membership. Life membership pays 
off in more ways than one: you will save on over all money spent during your lifetime of membership and also 
reduce the administrative cost and workload of our post and the VFW as a whole.  
 
Lastly, as you’ve heard me brag repeatedly already, I am proud of our 2022-23 performance. To honor your 
efforts, we have ordered new Post polo shirts memorializing our All American/All State awards. Yes, they are 
Marine Corps red, but hey, commandership has its privileges. Semper Fi! Plan on purchasing one during our 
upcoming meeting on March 14th or stop by our office.  
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Senior Vice Commander  

 Staci Boyer 

I want start this month by saying thank you to everyone that has and IS helping to make our Fish Fry a suc-
cess. It takes a village and we are pulling together and making magic! Our Auxillary is phenomenal and I can 
not thank them enough for going above and beyond to help! I will likely hug everyone of you when I see you! 
So far we have had help from the Legion Riders, NNHS Veterans Club, and students from surrounding schools 
working with us for service hours. Everyone is doing such a great job and making this so much fun! Coming 
up over the next 5 weeks we have NCHS, Sons of the Legion, Chimney Sweeps, and The Hose Company join-
ing us as servers! Huge shout out also to our VFW members showing up to help! I have been getting great 
feedback regarding the food - which is provided by Draft Picks of Naperville and cooked by my husband Scott. 
Matt Rocush, owner of The Can Pepe’s Cantina, is helping to run the kitchen along with my son Corbin. This 
kitchen team is amazing! We hope to see you soon!  
 
Congrats to Jennifer Slown for a very successful National Home fundraiser. Year 2 for Disney Karaoke and it 
was a hit! Thank you, Jennifer, for all that you do! Thank you to all that came out on 2/23 to the Park District 
meeting in support of the DAR 250 Patriots Marker. It makes my heart full to see all of us coming out to sup-
port each other during times like this!  

 
Please continue to help with our post membership recruiting efforts. You can always just 
connect someone interested directly with me or direct them to this handy QR code! We 
have two upcoming events where we will be set up to answer questions and sign people 
up that are interested: . 5/4/24 at The Phoenix Natural Noble Warrior on May 4th at the 
YellowBox community theatre and our second Veteran Owned Business & Resource Fair 
on August 17th.  
 
If you are looking for a great military gifts, please check out our Kendall Depot offerings! 
Text me with questions as we have a lot of inventory! I have everything set up at my stu-

dio and will be setting up the store at the posts for events. 
 
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook. Look for highlight buttons for what we have been doing and what is 
upcoming labeled by the month. On Facebook we pin upcoming events to find easily. You can also find past 
Kendall Gram links on all of our social media channels as well.  
 
Veterans, spouses, and friends of the Post can take advantage of a free workout at my gym on Tuesday 
mornings from 8am-9am! 1707 Quincy ave #107. This is open to ALL veterans and you need not be a member 
of the VFW or Legion. All ability levels are welcome. I will modify and work with you as needed. Please RSVP 
to me at 773-351-4646. 
 
Interested in the Adopt a Veterans Grave project? Please text me - 773-351-4646. New legislation is being 
passed that will be exciting for this project.  
 
Quote of the month: In the spirit of our Fish Fry: “Coming together is a beginning, staying together is pro-
gress, and working together is success." - Henry Ford 

QR Code links to an 

information form for 

recruitment 
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Business of the Post 

Post Meeting 2/8/2024 Highlights 

The meeting was opened at 1900 hrs Commander Jaime according to ritual.  
Four members were proposed, two new to the VFW two by transfer: 

Mark Brownlow, Army, Iraq, Afghanistan 
Douglas Carmichael, Air Force, Vietnam 
Jayson Wilson, Army, Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq, Afghanistan 
Joel Magsig, Army, Iraq, Afghanistan 

Acting Adjutaant read Minutes. Motion to approve passed.   
Quartermaster reported good Hall and Canteen revenues. There was an overall increase in cash on hand. 
Membership recruitment for this year is lagging slightly behind last year, so please get out and recruit.  
Honor Guard reported 5 services in January. They commemorated their 500th Graveside Service at the Post 

and even took a certificate to Don O’Reilly at home.  
Color Guard has three events in March on the 3rd, 9th, and 29th.  
Hines visits remain on hold due to quarantine at the unit. Tentatively planning a collection of some sort to 

send items to the Veterans on the unit.  
Buddy Poppy planning is well under way. Please start planning to volunteer at various sites.  
House reported that the bathrooms were near completion.  
Trustees recommended three donations totaling $2000. Moved and passed.  
Meeting closed at 1948. Next meeting Thursday, March 14th, 1900 hours.   

This day marks the 51st Anniversary of our departure from Vietnam.  
 
We will be holding a brief program honoring all that served back then in our United States Military. This will 
be our 3rd year honoring this occasion. We plan to start promptly at 10:30am regardless of weather. This is 
not just limited to those that served in Vietnam, but to “All Who Served” our Great Country during the Vi-
etnam War.  
 
In addition, we will recognize our “11 Naperville Fallen” as they each paid the ultimate price to protect our 
Freedoms, and we recognize all the Men and Women that paid the ultimate price because of their Service in 
Vietnam.  
 
Also, we will be laying a wreath at the Veterans Park wall and after this Service we will move to our “Gold 
Star Family Memorial” to lay a wreath at our Memorial in honor of all that paid the “Ultimate Sacrifice” while 
serving in All Wars.  
 
As in the past, this will be open to the public, especially all Veterans. Seating will be available for those that 
need to sit and there will be ample parking available across the street at Grace United Methodist Church. 

National Vietnam War Veterans Day, Friday March 29th 

 Submitted by Wayne Fischer 
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Service Officer Updates 
 Dennis Lukavsky 

Taps 

Robert Fife, 90, USMC, Korea.  

 

Please submit information to the Post at vfwpost3873@sbcglobal.net or call (630) 355-7664.  

Contact the Quartermaster for  mailing addresses if you wish to send a sympathy card. 

Does the VA own you Money? 
 
Some of you may have some money due to you from the VA. There are about 96,000 Veterans who may be 
eligible for a refund. If you have contributed to the Veterans' Educational Assistance Program (VEAP) you 
may be owed a refund up to $2,700. The VA is not sure who these people are and are in the process of find-
ing them. 
 
If you meet the following criteria, you MAY be eligible. Veterans potentially eligible for a refund would have: 
 

• Entered Active Duty between 01/01/77 to 06/30/85 
• Contributed to VEAP while on active duty and before 4/01/87 
• Not used all their contributions 
• Not have been dishonorably discharged 

 
And would have completed 24 months of continuous service or have been discharged early due to: 

• Convenience of the government within three months of the end of their enlistment (an “early 
out” under Title 10, Section 1171) 

• Hardship (under Title 10, Section 1173) 
• Service-connected disability (this includes those rated for a compensable service-connected disa-

bility even if they were not discharged for that disability) 
 
If you are unsure whether you are eligible for a refund or whether you participated in VEAP, you can call the 
Education Call Center at 1-888-GIBILL-1 (1-888-442 4551) domestically or 001-918-781-5678 overseas, Mon-
day through Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. CT. 

Have You Heard About the VFW’s Partners in Patriotism? – Would you like to support the VFW’s life-changing programs for veter-

ans, service members and their families without receiving all of the unwanted mail? The VFW has developed an option that lets 

you support VFW programs on a monthly, quarterly, or yearly basis, as well as reduce expenses and eliminate National’s mailed 

solicitations for donations. It is called Partners in Patriotism. As a member of Partners in Patriotism, you choose a set dollar 

amount for your donation (minimum amount of $10) that is either charged to your credit card or set up as an Electronic Funds 

Transfer (EFT) from your bank account. If you are interested in joining Partners in Patriotism, you may contact the VFW Develop-

ment Department Donor Services at 816-756-3390, ext. 6318, or email partners@vfw.org with “Partners in Patriotism Application” 

in the subject line. 

mailto:partners@vfw.org
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National Home Chairman 
 Mike McGrath 

Currently, all 42 homes are filled. There are 95 kids and 154 total residents on campus with Poppy Child, Lay-
la, and family residing in Illinois home 2.  
 
The Annual 4-H program will be starting later in March. 
 
And great news! The new Centennial Home Membership Program will be starting on April 1 and we will be 
sending out information to you all as it becomes available. 
 
The National Home! 
More than just a program, it's a great plus for membership as well because it shows the good things the VFW 
does for veterans and families! As the National Home will be celebrating its 100th anniversary of service, a 
great legacy! 
 
Sincere thanks to everyone for your great support and especially to Jennifer Slown for the recent Disney Kar-
aoke Event, which was well attended and well enjoyed! 
 
And don't forget the Help Line 800-313 4200. Could this help someone you know? 

Fish Fry Photos 

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version on his SmugMug page.  

https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-6BQpPD2/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-6BQpPD2/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-VV6pZz4/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-2mmLm6z/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-KCMWvwW/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-GKZ4LrH/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Fish-Fry-2024/i-8X2nVLL/A
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Auxiliary President  

 Maryann Groner  

First, I want to say thank you to all of the Auxiliary volunteers for helping with the Fish Fry. We value your 
time as you meet and greet the community who come to the Post, as well as promote the flower sale and the 
kids coloring contest. We couldn’t do it without you!  
 
March is primary election time and I hope you will go out and vote for the candidates who have the positions 
on issues you support. As you may know, our Auxiliary officers are also up for election and a nominating com-
mittee will be in place at the next meeting. Now is the time to think about serving as an officer for the coming 
year. Look over the duties of officers in the Ritual and see if you are a good fit for one of these positions. Tell 
your friends as well as the committee that you are interested. We welcome you to be a more active member 
by becoming an officer. Also, committee chairmanships are another way to become more active. You can 
check Malta for ideas on what a committee chairman would be responsible for. Chairmen are not elected, 
but should let the President know they are interested.  
 
March 29 has been designated as Vietnam War Veterans Day. There will be a ceremony to honor all those 
who served, not just in Vietnam. Please join us at Veterans Park at 10:30 for this recognition of our military. 
March 17 has also been designated a federal holiday to fly the flag.  

Honor Guard 500th Military Funeral 

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. Click photos to go to full size version on his SmugMug page.  

https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Honor-Guard-2024/i-tCwmb7K/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Honor-Guard-2024/i-tCwmb7K/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Honor-Guard-2024/i-MZDZ9pc/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Honor-Guard-2024/i-fx4KQG7/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Honor-Guard-2024/i-sjgWB3z/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Honor-Guard-2024/i-C6fgczh/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Honor-Guard-2024/i-hc2rgfn/A
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Honor-Guard-2024/i-XVpq2hs/A
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Hines Hospital Visits 

Hines Hospital visits will take place on the second 
Tuesday of each month from September through 
June.  Due to Hospital requirements face masks will be 
required for all participants when they enter. The bus 
will leave from the Post promptly at 6:30PM and we 
should return before 9PM. 

Questions: John Shaw, theshawsjb@aol.com 

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers 

Commander  Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 

Sr. Vice Commander Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Jr. Vice Commander Jillian Langer  (773) 732-2172 

Quartermaster  Phil Maughan  (630) 383-1974 

Ass’t Quartermaster John Shaw  (630) 253-3318 

Ass’t Quartermaster Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Adjutant   Matt Hoyt  (630) 362-5564 

Judge Advocate  Dom Guerrieri  (630) 207-3100 

Surgeon   Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Service Officer  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Officer of the Day  Lou Kueltzo  (630) 898-8760 

Guard   Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

Chaplain   Bob Grember  (630) 960-1998  

1-Year Trustee  Pablo Araya  (312) 505-4377 

2-Year Trustee  Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

3-Year Trustee  Craig Frier  (630) 373-1186  
 

Committees 

Americanism  Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Blood Drive  Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Buddy Poppy  Bob Colby  (630) 301-2664 

Building    

Color Guard  Dennis Regan  (630) 361-4644 

Communications  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Eighth Grade Awards Tom Benton  (630) 579-8514 

Facilities Manager  

Grounds   Phil Maughan  (630) 357-3440 

Honor Guard  Jim Oftedal  (630) 357-4030 

Hospital   John Shaw  (630) 253-3318  

House   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

House   Bob Tallon  (630) 561-9902 

House   Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Membership  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Legislative  Frank Haynes  (630) 357-2906 

National Home  Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Patriot’s Pen  Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 

Safety   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Scout Liaison  Todd Schuneman  (815) 791-4178 

Social Media  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Voice of Democracy Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 
 

Auxiliary Officers 

 

President  Maryann Groner  (630) 363-8138 

Sr. Vice President  Bernadette Budny (630) 717-9471  

Jr. Vice President  Tita McLaughlin   

Treasurer  Leo Hart   (630) 816-0506 

Chaplain   Marti Linnert 

Guard   Carol Gloor  (630) 778-6873  

Conductress  Lucy Hoy   

Canteen Hours 

  Open  Close 

Mon—Thur 1:00 p.m. 10:00 pm 

Friday  Noon  Midnight 

Saturday Noon  10:00 pm 

Sunday  Noon  6:00 pm 

The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early 
due to low patronage. The bartender will give a last 
call and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 
 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except 
 the Bartenders.  

 

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS  

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are 
encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send arti-
cles and photos to the email address below. Photos 
MUST include location, date, event, names. All submis-
sions may be edited for length and content as needed.  
 
Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for 
convenience and information only and are consistent 
with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the 
appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute 
endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the infor-
mation, products, or services contained therein. 
Kendall-Gram Editor:  
 Mark Overstreet 
 kendallgramvfw3873@gmail.com 

Post Information 

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 

  908 W. Jackson 

  Naperville, IL 60540 

 

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820 
 

Website Address:   napervfw3873.org 
 

Facebook:  Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873 

 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the 
Post. 
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March 2023 

Fri 3/1: 4:30pm, Fish Fry, VFW Post 

Sat 3/2: 10:00am, Monarch Landing Visit 

Tues, 3/5: 10:00am-2:00pm, Hines Outreach, VFW 

Post; 5:00pm, Auxiliary Social, Canteen 

Wed, 3/6: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post  

Fri 3/8: 4:30pm, Fish Fry, VFW Post 

Sat 3/9 10:00am, Brookdale Retirement Home Visit 

Wed, 3/13: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post  

Thurs 3/14: 7:00pm, VFW Post Meeting, VFW Post 

Fri 3/15: 4:30pm, Fish Fry, VFW Post 

Sat, 3/16: 10:00am, Tabor Hills Visit 

Mon, 3/18: 8:00am, Vet Biz Breakfast, Rosie’s 

Wed, 3/20: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post  

Thurs 3/21: 7:00pm, Auxiliary Meeting, VFW Post 

Fri 3/22: 4:30pm, Fish Fry, VFW Post 

Sat 3/23: 10:00am, Story Point Retirement Home Visit 

Wed, 3/27: 9:30am, Yoga for Vets, VFW Post  

Fri, 3/29: 4:30pm, Fish Fry, VFW Post 

 

Upcoming Recruitment events: 

5/4/24 The Phoenix Natural Noble Warrior, YellowBox Community Theater 

8/17/24 Veteran Owned Business & Resource Fair  

 

 

 

 

 

 

VFW Post 3873 

Upcoming Events 
 

Monthly Recurring Events 

First Tuesday: Hines Outreach; Auxiliary Social 

Second Tuesday: Hines Hospital (on hold) 

Every Wednesday: Yoga 

Second Thursday: Post Meeting 

Third Thursday: Auxiliary meeting 

Every Saturday: Retirement home visit 

All Day, Every Day: Recruitment 

Use the QR Code below to link 

prospective members to an infor-

mation form to join our Post. 

A new year and new needs. More 

and more of our troops are being 

placed in harm’s way around the 

world. Both the Naperville VFW 

and American Legion posts are supporters of the mission of 

Operation Support Our Troops-America to improve the mo-

rale and well-being of our troops by sending a “touch of 

home” with 25-pound boxes of comfort items to individuals 

stationed around the world.  Please join the OSOT-America 

task of creating these comfort boxes with your donations.  

A list of needed items can be found on the Canteen bulletin 

board and online.  

There are donation boxes located at the VFW Post 3873 up-

per-level entrance and in the Post Canteen. 

Fill-up the boxes! 

https://www.osotamerica.org/products-needed/

