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Together Then,  Together Again
with Commander Charlie Vladika

 
Well, Comrades, where did the summer go?  Now we begin another  busy season for our Post.  Be sure to check out 
Dates to Remember.  The 9-11 ceremony at the Comdr.. Dan Shanower Memorial was well represented by Judd Ken-
dall and the American Legion Post. It was very well coordinated by the Exchange Club  of Naperville and especially 
by our own Color Guard and the Naperville Municipal Band, and, our own “Gunny” We are still fighting terrorism af-
ter the attack upon our Country eight  years ago.  More of our brave men and women are being placed in harms way 
protecting our “Freedom”.  Let us continue to keep all those who serve in  our Military in our prayers and thoughts.

Our Post’s VFW National Convention attendees, George Cramer (Past National  Commander), Phil Maughan (State 
VOD Chairman) and Marcy Maughan (Ladies Auxiliary) survived scorching (dry) heat in Phoenix, Arizona. I don’t 
think they have yet to turn off their air conditioners. They successfully returned with our Post’s award (second time in 
a row) for National recognition for  Community Service for Judd Kendall and our Ladies Auxiliary.  It will be  
mounted alongside the two previous National Community Service awards outside the  patio entrance.  Thanks to our 
Members whose dedicated work enabled us to again win this coveted award.

Be sure to check out the following also in this issue of the Kendall-Gram:  
     - Senior Vice Commander Scott Holley’s column  reminding our members to pay their dues by the October 8th 
meeting and by  November 1st to be eligible for the drawing for a Paid Life Membership.
    - The Healing Fields article containing information  on purchasing one of the 2,009 American Flags that will be 
placed on Rotary Hill  for Veterans Week.
    - Up coming events.  Our Post’s Halloween Costume Party Sat. Oct. 31st.  Great Prizes, and lots of laughs.
    -Oktoberfest on the Patio....Beer and Brats, plus the Oompa Band.  See the sign up sheet posted in the Canteen.
    -Creature Features Movie night. Wed. Oct.  28th.  Always a fun time watching a good “Old” Movie.
    - Veterans Day School Flag Raisings and discussion  panels. Please call Jack Shiffler (357-4615) or Terry Jelinek at 
the Post here, (420-9820) if you would like to volunteer to attend the Flag Raising Ceremonies held at all Naperville 
203 schools to honor Veterans.
    -Veterans Day combined Legion and VFW Dinner.

There are always activities going on. Hines Visits have started again.  We now have a bus to transport us to Hines and 
back.  Bus leaves promptly  at 6:15 PM and returns around 9 PM.  Join Us!!

We are also fortunate with our efforts to recruit Active Duty and Veterans from all wars and conflicts who have 
proudly served our Country. Be sure to greet any Veteran visiting our Post.  We want them to always feel  welcomed.  
Think back to when you first came into the Post.

Not to forget, a continued thank you to our Ladies Auxiliary for the work  they do.  
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As Senior Vice Commander at Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873, my goal will is to be 
consistent with the mission of the VFW which is: “To Honor the Dead by helping the 
Living”. With the efforts of our dedicated members, I know we consistently deliver on 
this effort and for that I thank you.

For those who have paid their dues for 2009-2010 you are entered into the raffle for a Life Membership paid for by 
the Post. The drawing will be held at the October meeting which is Thursday October 8th. The winner will be con-
tacted if not present at the meeting and will also be announced in the November Kendall-Gram. If you paid timely 
for the October raffle and do not win, don’t worry because you are still eligible to win in December. If you haven’t 
sent in your annual payment yet, there is still time to be eligible for the December raffle.  Simply send in your 
payment in to the post by December 1st. The annual dues are $35 to extend your support and membership through 
the next year. Our goal is to be 100% by Veterans Day.  It really does allow us to focus more time helping veterans 
and less time with administrative tasks. GOOD LUCK EVERYONE!!!

The Post was asked to do a little Color Guard before the Jason Aldean concert at Naperville’s Last Fling event. Jack 
grabbed a few of us (Nina Petru – Jen McGuire and I) to present the colors during our National Anthem. The crowd 
of several thousand started chanting very loudly USA! USA! USA! when they saw us on the side of the stage. Jack 
marched us into position at the front of the stage and you could hardly hear yourself think with the crowd showing 
their patriotism. Jack likened it to being at a Chicago Blackhawks game trying to hear Wayne Mesmer’s rendition 
of the Star Spangled Banner at the Madhouse on Madison. For those who have not witnessed that, you are lucky 
to hear a single note because the crowd expressing their patriotism is so unbelievably loud. Anyway the crowd at 
this concert was so loud I think they wanted to make sure that our Troops and Veterans who were unable to attend 
could hear them. This was truly one of those moments that made the hair stand up on the back of your neck. As Sr. 
Vice Commander, I have helped sign up a lot of returning Veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan and would love to see 
you experience this. Come to any of the monthly meetings and find out more about upcoming events. If the meet-
ings don’t fit your schedule, you can always call Jack Shiffler (the Post’s Committee Chairman for Americanism) at 
(630)357-4615 or the Post at (630)355-7664.  

Make sure you are checking out the web site frequently as I am constantly updating and putting new pictures out 
there.  www.napervfw3873.org. 

This year we really would like to see some of the new members get involved with the Post and the wonderful things 
we do. You’ll be surprised how much of a difference you can make with just a little bit of your time. It can be a very 
fulfilling, rewarding and fun experience! Veteran’s Day in the schools, Turkey Raffle, Visits to Hines Hospitals, Post 
Christmas Party, Memorial Day Parade to name just a few. There are various other ceremonies throughout the year 
that are quite an honor to participate in as well. Please ask one of the Officers or chairman of the committees listed in 
this Kendall-Gram for additional information. Check out the committees tab on the new web site and you can contact 
the chairperson for additional information. Also, you can always see what’s coming up by checking out the Kendall-
Gram and the Post Calendar on the web site at www.napervfw3873.org  If you are not getting the email communica-
tions from Mike Barbour, please provide him with your email by sending him one at: mbarbour@wowway.com

Over and Out

A ‘Scoche’ More from the Signal Corp  Senior Vice 

Attention Annual Paying VFW Members! 

You Had to be There!!!

Keep Connected and Check Out the New Website!!!

Give a Little – Get a Lot in Return! 
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Summer is behind us, the kids are back in school, the leaves are turning and it’s almost 
pumpkin carving time. Before you know it, we’ll be talking about the Turkey Raffle and 
the Post Christmas Party. By the way, it is not too late sign up and be a committee mem-
ber for one or both events. 

As I am writing this article before the Post Picnic, and the forecast for the day is fabulous, I am going out on a limb and 
saying. . . .It was a wonderful afternoon. The sun was shining and the temperature was perfect. We hosted the Blind 
Unit from Hines Hospital and as always, they had a wonderful time. Some of our friends from OSOT also attended. 
Thanks to everyone for the scrumptious side dishes. And of course, a big “Thank You” to Sgt Jesse and Senior Vice 
Scott for their culinary skills at the big grill.

													           
October 8th – VFW Meeting; 7pm		             
October 12th – Columbus Day 	                                                     
October 13th – Hines Hospital Visit; 6:15 pm 
October 15 - Auxiliary Meeting, 7 PM            		                                           
October 18th – Life Member’s Breakfast 
October 22 - Fall Grounds Clean-up, 9 AM       
October 25th – Oktoberfest; 4 – 8 PM
October 28 - Creature Features Movie Night		           
October 31st – Halloween -Costume party in Canteen

November 1 - Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 10- Marine Corp Birthday and Ball
November 11 - Visit to Schools
November 11 - Ceremonies at the Carillon - 11 AM
November 11th – Veteran’s Day- Dinner @ 5 PM 
November 12th – VFW Meeting; 7pm
November 14th – Blood Drive 8 AM – 2 PM          
November 19 - Auxiliary Meeting - 7 PM       
November 21st – Turkey Raffle; 6 – 10 PM
November 26th – Thanksgiving Day
November 29th – Post Holiday Decorating; 1 PM -?

October 7, 2001 – Operation Enduring Freedom begins in Afghanistan
October 13, 1775 – US Navy Established     
October 24 – United Nations Day
                                 

Junior Vice, Nina Petru

Dates to Remember	

Dates of Interest

On October 22, the Crazy Eights, eighth graders from Kennedy Jr. High, will be at the Post for the Fall Clean Up.   
We need supervisors!!! If you are retired or have free time, come join  us at 9 AM that morning.The eighth graders, 
as you will find out, have boundless energy and are quite willing to preform all the hard work.We need supervisors 
to oversee their work and keep them on track. Eighth graders are easily distracted and frequently forget their original 
goals. They are great fun to watch but we do need supervisors to remind them that their job is a particular task or 
bed. It is one opportunity to actually tell people what to do. All help greatly appreciated.

Grounds Committee
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On Friday September 11th an estimated 200 people gathered along the Riverwalk to remember and honor those 
innocent victims of a terrorist attack on our soil exactly 8 years ago.   This year’s program was spearheaded by the 
Naperville Exchange Club with the support of the American Legion Post 43, Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873, the 
Naperville Fire and Police Departments, Naperville Municipal Band, and the City of Naperville.  

This year we again had the special honor to have members of the Shanower Family participate in the wreath laying 
and the COMDR. Dan Shanower “9-11” Memorial along the Riverwalk.  Mayor George Pradel shared his thoughts 
on what this annual event means to him and to all of us.

In addition, US Congressman Mark Kirk was our guest speaker.   As a Navy Veteran and personal friend of COM-
DR. Dan Shanower, his comments clearly resonated what Dan felt about our country and what it truly means to all 
Veterans and patriotic citizens of our great country.

Our Flag stands for everything that is good and how we all view and defend our freedoms.  As in past ceremonies, 
we will continue to remember and honor those that paid the ultimate price that terrible day in our history.   We all 
fully understand that “Freedom is not FREE!!!”  Our men and women in uniform prove that every day they serve in 
harm’s way.

Naperville Honors Those Lost on 9-11-01 by Wayne Fischer

We have approximately 70 % of our membership who have paid their dues for the 2009/2010 membership year. We 
still have about 30 % outstanding. Ladies if you have not yet paid your dues, could you please mail them to the VFW, 
908 W Jackson, Naperville IL  60540 and mark the envelope to the attention of Kathy Thorton. We would like to have 
all dues paid as soon as possible.

Auxiliary Membership Report by Kathy Thorton
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Fall harvest and fun times are here.   It was great to see everyone at the picnic at the Post.  As usual, our Chef Holley 
did a splendid job on the grill with help from the Amigos...and the ladies’ dishes were a feast. Our Recognition Tea 
was well attended and we caught up with many of our Sisters, young and old.  On a somber note, it was a beautiful 
and touching ceremony once again, sponsored by the Exchange Club, on Patriot Day at the Shanower Memorial.  
Our Hines Hospital visits began again last month - our Commander tells me there is a bus that takes the volunteers, 
so you don’t have to worry about driving at night. Please consider joining us on our hospital visits --  every volunteer 
is appreciated.

Looking ahead, this is a busy time for us.  Many hands make light work so we invite you to join in!

October 25 is Oktoberfest at the Post  from 4 to 8 PM; just come and have fun!
October 19th  to 21st - Shop n Share at Jewel.  Please use the coupons in the newsletter  (see previous page)it 
doesn’t cost you anything and Jewel donates a portion of proceeds directly to the Ladies.  Start to stock up on your 
holiday baking needs!
October 28 is Fall Movie Night at the Post.  We usually show a 1940’s era movie, so be sure to join the WW2 crowd.  
It’s a blast.  The price is right -- $2 gets you a  hot dog supper and your first draft beer or wine.
November 10th - Marine Corps Birthday Ball.  Put your go-fasters on and get your $45 per ticket in the mail to Bill 
Skidmore at 24W316 Pin Oak, Naperville, 60540, double-time!
November 11th - Veterans Day.
November  21- Turkey Raffle.  We need raffle items, gift certificates, baked goods, and help that night.  We always 
have a “Reserved for Ladies Aux” table and we have a ton of fun!

Sisters, remember that we still collect aluminum can tabs for Ronald McDonald house, cancelled stamps for a con-
vent in Wisconsin, and Campbell’s soup labels (including Prego products) for the National Home (they get the UPC 
code, the District uses the rest of the label, so be sure to keep saving the entire label).  We are now collecting old 
Christmas and Birthday cards, just the top cover, please - for small motor coordination exercises as several nursing 
homes that our District supports.

Our next meeting is Thursday, October 15th at 7:00 PM.  Won’t you please join us?  We try to get through our busi-
ness quickly and enjoy a social hour immediately following.  Happy Harvest!

The ceremonies for Veterans Day will be held at the Carillon, where we will also be dedicating a new flag pole at 
that location. Ceremonies will start promptly at 11 AM. 

In the background will be 2,009 flags flying up and down Rotary Hill. The flags are a joint project between the Ex-
change Club, Park District and the Colonial Flag Foundation. Both the American Legion and the VFW are sponsors 
of the program. The flags will fly from November 8-14th. The Healing Field as this flag display is called, started out 
as a way to commemorate those who lost their lives in the September 11 attack. The flags are a symbol of freedom, 
liberty, and honor, and the American ideals. Each flag will be mounted on a pole. You can purchase a flag or find 
out more information by going to healingfields.org or by contacting Jack Schiffler at  357-4615. All proceeds from 
the Healing Fields will be donated to OSOT-IL and used towards building a Fisher House at Hines Hospital. 

Veterans Day and the Healing Field

Auxiliary Report by Kathy McNally

The following is the Post’s policy concerning any dinner, event or Post function:
You must sign up for the Post event either on the event list posted in our canteen, or by calling the 
Post (630-420-9820) and leaving your name, number attending, and phone number. If you fail to 
do so, we will not guarantee admittance to the event or function.
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Hines Hospital Visits

The Chairman of the Hospital Committee, John Shaw 
would like to remind everyone that the Post visits the 
Hines VA Hospital every second Tuesday of the month.  
We will not be going in July and August, but our visits 
will resume in September.We leave the post at 6:30 in the 
evening and return at approximately 9:15 PM. Transporta-
tion is provided. Everyone is invited. Why not come and 
spend some quality time with some very appreciative 
Veterans?  

Canteen Hours
		  Open		  Close
Mon-Thurs	 3:00 PM	10:00 PM/Midnight
Friday		  Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Saturday		 Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Sunday		  11:00 AM	 5:00 PM/6:00 PM

If at anytime between the first close hour and the second 
close hour listed above, there are no more than four cus-
tomers in the Canteen, the bartender will give a last call 
and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar, except the Bartend-
ers. This includes any children in the bar!

Remember:  THE BARTENDER IS BOSS!

Submission Policy

The Kendall Gram encourages Post members to submit 
articles and photos. Simply give the article or photo to 
the on-duty bartender. It is important that you put your 
name and phone number on the item in case there are 
any questions. Please ensure that names are legible. Your 
article may be edited for clarity and space considerations. 
All photos MUST have the following information with it: 
where and why the picture was taken, and who is in the 
picture.  Photographs without captions will not be used. 
Please submit all articles by the tenth of the month for 
next month’s publication.

Kendall-Gram 
Editor		  Marcy Maughan	 357-3440

Post Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 
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Facilities Manager	 Ken Garhan	 355-2493
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October Fest
 4- 8 PM

October 25th

Creature Feature Movie Night
October 28th

Halloween Costume Party
October 31st - In the Canteen




