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As Senior Vice Commander at Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873, my goal will is to be con-
sistent with the mission of the VFW which is: “To Honor the Dead by helping the Living”. 
With the efforts of our dedicated members, I know we consistently deliver on this effort and 
for that I thank you.

Watch you email from Mike Barbour announcing the October winner in the Life Member raffle. We held off in 
pulling the winner because we don’t have accurate information to include the members who paid through Nation-
al. Therefore; as soon as we confirm all of the members who paid both through the post and through National, we 
will conduct the raffle and communicate to everyone. For those who did not pay their annual dues prior to Octo-
ber 1st, you still have an opportunity to make your payment prior to December 1st to be included in the raffle on 
December 10th. The annual dues are $35 to extend your support and membership through the next year. Our goal 
is to be 100% by Veterans Day. As of October 12th we were at 93.12%.  It really does allow us to focus more time 
helping veterans and less time with administrative tasks. GOOD LUCK EVERYONE!!!

There is a lot going on in November so pay close attention to the calendar and our Jr Vice Nina’s column. Hope to 
see you at the Turkey Raffle!

Make sure you are checking out the website frequently as I am constantly updating and putting new pictures out 
there.  www.napervfw3873.org. 

This year we really would like to see some of the new members get involved with the Post and the wonderful 
things we do. You’ll be surprised how much of a difference you can make with just a little bit of your time. It can 
be a very fulfilling, rewarding and fun experience! Veteran’s Day in the schools, Turkey Raffle, Visits to Hines 
Hospital, Post Christmas Party, Memorial Day Parade, to name just a few. There are various other ceremonies 
throughout the year that are quite an honor to participate in as well. Please ask one of the Officers or chairman of 
the committees listed in this Kendall-Gram for additional information. Check out the committees tab on the new 
website and you can contact the chairperson for additional information. Also, you can always see what’s coming 
up by checking out the Kendall-Gram and the Post Calendar on the website at www.napervfw3873.org  If you are 
not getting the email communications from Mike Barbour, please provide him with your email by sending him one 
at: mbarbour@wowway.com

A ‘Scoche’ more from the Signal Corp Senior Vice Scott Holley

Attention Annual paying VFW Members! 

Keep Connected and Check out our website!!!!

Give a Little, Get a Lot In Return

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is time to get ready for the busy fall/winter months. 
There is much ado at Judd Kendall and everyone is welcome to join in on the 
planning and the fun. 

November 11th is Veteran’s Day. There are many events planned, starting bright 
and early with breakfast at District 203. We will be visiting many of the Naper-
ville schools. I hope you have signed up, as it is incredibly rewarding. If you 
haven’t please contact Jack Shiffler at 357-4615 or Terry Jelinek at 357-5366 to 
sign up. Those going to the 203 schools that day will meet at 7 AM at District 
203 headquarters for a continental breakfast. 

At 11 AM we will meet at the carrillon for the normal Veterans Day ceremonies.All veterans are encouraged to 
attend.

Flying With Junior Vice Commander, Nina L. Petru
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The Turkey Raffle is just around the corner and is without a doubt our biggest fund raising event of the year. 
Thanks to those of you that have signed up for the planning committee. I will be contacting you within the next 
few weeks with details. We have some work to do! And for the rest of you - Invite all your friends and neighbors 
and come down to the Post for a wonderful evening. Who knows, you might even win a turkey or two.

November 1 – Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 3 - Auxiliary Visit to Mill Street Convalescent Home
November 7 - Veterans Day Race at Cantigny
November 8- Westchester Veterans Day Run
November 8 - Municipal Band Concert, Naperville North High School, 3 PM
November 10 - Hines Hospital Visit, bus leaves at 6:15 PM
November 10 – Marine Corps Birthday Ball
November 11 - School visits, Breakfast at 203 headquarters, 7 AM
November 11 – Ceremonies at Carillon, 11 AM
November 11 – Veteran’s Day – Dinner 5 PM, reservations are a must!
November 12 – VFW Meeting, 7 PM
November 14 – Post Blood Drive 8 AM – 2 PM
November 15 - District Meetign, Glendale Heights, 1 PM
November 19 - Auxiliary Meeting, 7 PM
November 21 – Turkey Raffle; 6 PM 
November 26 – Thanksgiving Day, Stop by for the Egg Nog
November 29 – Post Holiday Decorating; 1 PM

December 6 – Life Member’s Breakfast 9 AM
December 8 – Hine’s Hospital Visit, bus leaves at 6:15 PM
December 10 – VFW Meeting, 7 PM
December 12 – Army – Navy Game, 11AM
December 13 – Kid’s Christmas Party, 2 PM
December 17 - Auxiliary Meeting 7 PM
December 19 – Post Christmas Party,  5pm

November 22 1963 – President John F. Kennedy assassinated
 

Dates to Remember

Dates of Interest

Please add this to your Veteran’s Day activities.   We will have our Annual Joint Veterans Service Organizations 
Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings on November 11th at the Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873. The Social Hour will 
start at 5 PM with dinner at 6 PM and a program to follow.  Dinner will again be served by the now world famous 
“Kendall Cooks.”  If you don’t know what makes them “world famous” you will have to come and eat one of their 
most famous dinners. The cost remains again at $12.00 per person and you can pay at the door. Reservations are 
mandatory so we can not only prepare properly, but also so your spot will also be reserved.   To do that you will 
have a number of ways and here they are:

1.	  Confirm with any of the Legion callers or VFW officers

2.	 Sign-up on the reservations form that will be up at the VFW 2 weeks prior to the dinner

3.	 Respond to the email blast that you may be receiving if you are on either the VFW or Legion email 
list.

Veteran’s Day Annual Dinner
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                 Please Give Your Gift of Life!                   	
           	

 Did you know that every three seconds 
someone needs blood?

There are 4.5 million American lives saved each year by blood transfusions. Ninety percent of the population 
will need donated blood in its lifetime. Yet fewer that three percent of eligible donors regularly give the gift 
of life. Blood is the only gift one human being can give to another that cannot be manufactured, and currently, 
there is no substitute. 

The Post Drive is on Saturday, November 14th, from 0800 – 1400. You can call LifeSource 
at 847.803.794, or log onto www.lifesource.org to schedule your donation appointment, or 
just walk in. 

If you cannot make it to the drive, you can also donate at the Naperville Donor Center, which is 
located at 2702 Aurora Avenue. (just across the street from Menard’s) by using Code 073C, and Judd 
Kendall will receive credit for your donation.

LifeSource now offers free cholesterol testing!  Donors are invited to join the new Brighten Life 
program which was developed to encourage and thank blood donors for their ongoing commitment to 
blood donations.  Brighten Life members have access to an online personal account to track wellness 
information including pulse, temperature, hemoglobin, blood pressure and cholesterol.  

There will be a turkey raffle every half hour for anyone that presents.

See you there, and please bring a friend!

A number of post members and their families are signing up to participate in either (or both) of two 
special events on the weekend of November 7 and 8.  Both events have a strong focus on veterans and 
you will have a good time and get a good workout at either one.  Runners and walkers of all ages and 
speed are welcome.  Here are the details:

•	 Saturday November 7 is the Cantigny 5K Run and Walk.  It starts from near the visitor center 
at 9:00 AM and winds through the Cantigny property utilizing interior roads and golf course 
cart paths.  This is one of the prettiest courses you will ever encounter.

•	 Sunday November 8 is the Westchester Veteran’s Day Run, consisting of a 10K or 5K run and 
a 2 mile walk. This event also starts at 9:00 AM and features a winding route through quiet

4.  Or call Wayne Fischer at 630-240-8868

The important thing to remember is that we will need your reservations no later than FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6th 
so proper arrangements can be made to accommodate everyone that wants to attend.  Hope to see many of you 
there.                                

Nina Petru, Blood Driver Chairperson

Go for a Walk or Run with Post Members
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•	 residential streets (closed to traffic) and is flatter than Cantigny’s course.  The Westchester race 

and walk is extremely well organized and has won the Race of the Year award for all of the Chi-
cago area four out of the last five years.  

You can register online for either event at www.signmeup.com or call me for a printed application.  
There is entry fee for both events and both will give a race T-shirt.  Let me know if you do decide to par-
ticipate so we can gather just before the race for a team picture.  Car pools can also arranged if desired.

Phil Maughan
630-357-3440
plmaughan@pobox.com

Does this time of year make you yearn for the holidays and the visits we’ll get from children and grandchildren?  It 
does me, too.  Although holidays are hectic, it’s usually our job to maintain order, cook delicious meals, keep the 
house and clean towels going!  If you were ever exposed to Mary Kay Ash, of Mary Kay Cosmetics, you know her 
company mission is “God first, family second, career third.”  I’d like to update her motto to include “God and Coun-
try first,” and invite you to renew with us our commitment to our God, Country and families.  This is a terrific time 
to become involved in your Post and join hands with your sisters...as our ritual puts it, so that...”our Country will be 
better that we have existed.”

If you have not already done so, please remember to renew your annual membership.  Our calendar year beings on 
July 1st and dues are OVER due now.

Another painless contribution:  Jewel Shop ‘n Share days.  Please clip out the coupon in this Kendall Gram and 
remember to stock up on your holiday goods at Jewel on November 17-19 with the coupon.  Feel free to copy and 
share the coupons with your friends and neighbors.  The Ladies receive a percentage of your total sales - at no cost 
to you!

One of our biggest fundraisers is coming up - THE ANNUAL TURKEY RAFFLE.  Do you have any items we can 
use for the Ladies’ auction?  We can use all hands on deck on Saturday, November 21st.  Can you spare an hour 
that evening to help sell tickets for special raffle items?  How about a one hour shift in the kitchen to help dish out 
Melba’s Famous Italian Beef sandwiches to the hungry crowd?  That’s all we ask -- one hour -- and then you can 
put your feet up and enjoy the rest of the evening at the Ladies Auxiliary table!  Bring your knitting, we’ll have card 
games, it’ll be fun.  I PROMISE!  A terrific time to renew old friendships with your Sisters and your commitment to 
our Veterans.

And although you’ll receive our No-Bake Bake Sale letter from us soon, we encourage those Sisters who are local to 
bring baked goods to the Turkey Raffle.

October happenings were fun - were you there?  Oktoberfest at the Post was well attended.  A good time was had by 
all!  And live music, especially provided by “Herr” Keller and his Oopmah Band, is always “Welcoming.”

October Movie Night was another rousing success on the back porch “Lodge.”  With the crisp evening weather 
finally here, it is a great place to hang out!  It was great to see our Journey to Honor WW II veterans well repre-
sented, too.  Thanks to Terry Jelinek and his committee for hosting these movie events.  Watch next year’s calendar 
for more!

December happenings - Turkey Raffle means Christmas can’t be far behind! Mark your calendars for The Post 
Christmas Party, Saturday, December 19th.

Auxiliary News by Kathy McNally



Our Children’s’ Christmas Party is on Sunday, December 13th from 2:00 to 4:00 PM.  Please call me at (630) 305-
8196 and let me know how many children or grandchildren or nieces or nephews will attend so Santa can be sure to 
have enough gifts for everyone.  

Our own Ladies Auxiliary brief business meeting and Christmas social is Thursday, December 18th at 7:00pm.

As you gather your dear ones around your holiday table this Thanksgiving, let us all give thanks for the freedoms we 
enjoy and our ability to contribute to the betterment of our community.  Wishing you and yours a Blessed and Happy 
Thanksgiving!

Golden Corral’s 9th annual Military Appreciation Monday dinner will be held on Monday, November 16, 
2009, from 5 to 9 pm in all Golden Corral restaurants nationwide.

The free dinner meal is a special “thank you tribute” to any person who has ever served in the United States 
Military. If you are a veteran, retired, currently serving, in the National Guard or Reserves, you are invited to 
join us for Golden Corral’s Military Appreciation Monday dinner.

To date, Golden Corral restaurants have provided over 2.2 million free meals and contributed over $3.3 million 
to the Disabled American Veterans organization.

To locate a Golden Corral near you, visit www.goldencorral.com/locator<http://goldencorral.com/locator/de-
fault.asp>.

In recognition of your service to our country, all veterans and active duty military personnel are invited to eat free at 
Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar Restaurants this Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2009.

As you may recall, Applebee’s launched a pilot program last year on Veterans Day offering free entrees to military 
service personnel and veterans.  Because the response was so overwhelmingly positive, Applebee’s is extending
the invitation throughout the country this year.

All U.S. veterans and active duty military with proof of current or former military service will eat free at all Apple-
bee’s nationwide on Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2009.

Proof of service includes: U.S. Uniform Services Identification Card, U.S.Uniform Services Retired Identifica-
tion Card, Current Leave and Earnings Statement, Veterans Organization Card, photograph in uniform or wearing 
uniform.

Applebee’s Honors Military Veterans

The following is the Post’s policy concerning any dinner, event or Post function:  You must sign up for 
the Post event either on the event list posted in our canteen, or by calling the Post 630-420-9820, and 
leaving your name, number attending, and phone number. If you fail to do so, we will not guarantee 
admittance to the event or function. Our upcoming Turkey  Raffle is open to the public and requires no 
reservations. 

Golden Corral Honors Military Veterans
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Our beloved, United States Marine Corps celebrates their 234th Birthday on November 10th.
Oh yes, it is that time of the year again when everyone stops and pays homage to our United States Marines 
that have served and continue to serve our great country in harms’ way all over the World.    ALL Marines, on 
November 10th of every year stop and pay homage on their special day.   Now if you are still reading this and 
want to see what other folks have to say about our “Beloved Corps”,  here you go:

You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth-and the amusing thing about it is that they are.  Father Kevin Keaney, 1st 
Marine Division Chaplin-Korean War

The Marines I have seen around the world have the cleanest bodies, the filthiest minds, the highest morale, 
and the lowest morals of any group of animals I have ever seen.  Thank God for the United States Marine 
Corps! Eleanor Roosevelt, First Lady of the United States, 1945

There are only two kinds of people that understand Marines: Marines and the enemy. Everyone else has a 
second-hand opinion. General William Thornson, U.S. Army

Some people spend an entire lifetime wondering if they made a difference in the world. But, Marines don’t 
have that problem. Ronald Reagan, President of the United States, 1985

The wonderful love of a beautiful maid; the love of a staunch true man; the love of a baby, unafraid; have ex-
isted since time began. But the greatest of loves, the quintessence of loves, even greater than that of a mother, 
is the tender, passionate, infinite love, of one drunken Marine for another. General Louis H. Wilson, Comman-
dant of the Marine Corps-Toast given at the 203rd Marine Corps Birthday Ball, Camp Lejueune, N.C. 1978

Courage is endurance for one moment more…..  Unknown Marine Second Lieutenant in Vietnam

That pretty much says it all…..
Semper Fidelis
                       

Special Congratulations to our Commander, Charlie Vladika, on the birth of his first grandson, Ashton 
born on October 9. Ashton’s father is currently on active duty serving with the 82nd Airborn in Afghan-
istan. We all pray for his safe return.

A Salute to the Marines by Wayne Fischer  USMC Jan 1966-Sept 1971
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Hines Hospital Visits

The Chairman of the Hospital Committee, John Shaw 
would like to remind everyone that the Post visits the 
Hines VA Hospital every second Tuesday of the month.  
We will not be going in July and August, but our visits 
will resume in September.We leave the post at 6:30 in the 
evening and return at approximately 9:15 PM. Transporta-
tion is provided. Everyone is invited. Why not come and 
spend some quality time with some very appreciative 
Veterans?  

Canteen Hours
		  Open		  Close
Mon-Thurs	 3:00 PM	10:00 PM/Midnight
Friday		  Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Saturday	Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Sunday		  11:00 AM	 5:00 PM/6:00 PM

If at anytime between the first close hour and the second 
close hour listed above, there are no more than four cus-
tomers in the Canteen, the bartender will give a last call 
and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar, except the Bartend-
ers. This includes any children in the bar!

Remember:  THE BARTENDER IS BOSS!

Submission Policy

The Kendall Gram encourages Post members to submit 
articles and photos. Simply give the article or photo to 
the on-duty bartender. It is important that you put your 
name and phone number on the item in case there are 
any questions. Please ensure that names are legible. Your 
article may be edited for clarity and space considerations. 
All photos MUST have the following information with it: 
where and why the picture was taken, and who is in the 
picture.  Photographs without captions will not be used. 
Please submit all articles by the tenth of the month for 
next month’s publication.

Kendall-Gram 
Editor		  Marcy Maughan	 357-3440

Post Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 
		            908 W Jackson, 			 
	                      	           Naperville, IL  60540

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers

Commander 		  Charlie Vladika  357-8615
Sr. Vice Commander	 Scott Holley	 369-1912
Jr. Vice Commander	 Nina Petru	 871-9596
Quartermaster		  Terry Jelinek     357-5366
Ass’t Quartermaster	 Phil Maughan	 357-3440
Adjutant			  Bob Bronson
Judge Advocate		  Terri Stone
Surgeon			  Bob Rieger
Service Officer		  Ken Garhan	 355-2493
Officer of the Day	 Jack Shiffler	 357-4615
Guard			   Mike Rechenmacher 961-1377
Chaplain		  Jay Johnson	 355-5522

Trustees
1 year			   George McKissick961-2030
2 year			   Mike McGrath	 357-2680
3 year			   Mike Rechemacher961-1377

Committee		  Chairman	 Phone
Americanism		  Jack Shiffler	 357-4615
Blood Drive		  Nina Petru	 871-9596
Buddy Poppy		  Mike Barbour	 527-0738
Building			  Mike Rechenmacher 961-1377
Color Guard		  Jack Shiffler	 357-4615
Eighth Grade Awards	 Tom Benton
Facilities Manager	 Ken Garhan	 355-2493
Grounds			  Phil Maughan	 357-3440
Hospital			  John Shaw	 961-3479
House			   Mike Barbour	 527-0738		
			   Bob Tallon	 357-8134
			   Kag Cagnoni
Kitchen			   Ken Garhan	 355-2493
Membership		  Scott Holley      369-1912
Legislative		  Frank Haynes	 357-2906
National Home		  Laurie Dobson   
Nursing Home		  Jim Godshall
Public Relations		  Mike Barbour	 527-0738
Safety			   Mike McGrath   357-2680
Voice of Democracy	 Terri Stone
Youth Activities		  Mike Barbour	 527-0738

Auxiliary Officers
President		  Kathy McNally	 305-8157
Senior Vice President	 Fran McGrath	 357-2680
Junior Vice President	 Jenny Dawley	 428-3494
Treasurer		  Dorothy Garhan	 355-2493	
Secretary		
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Guard			   Mary Lou Miller	 226-9767
Conductress		  Bernie Berkes
Membership		  Kathy Thorton

POST NUMBER			   420-9820

Website Address: napervfw.org
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Turkey Raffle
November 21st

6 PM
Open to the Public

Invite Your Friends and Neighbors 
Come Down For an Evening of Fun


