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Together Then,  Together Again
with Commander Charlie Vladika

The New Year has started and with it goes a lot of planning for our activities. Marcy is busy getting the 
plant sale order forms ready and planning for the new landscaping in the front of our building. Jan Barbour 
and her committee are busy planning for the installation of a blue star marker in the flower bed outside the 
office to take place in May. Our Junior Vice Nina, and kitchen committee members are getting things ready 
for the Friday Night Fish Fries which start February 12. The Voice of Democracy competition moves to the 
state and national level in the next few weeks. 

Mike Barbour and his committee are working on the plans for the Kendall Honors dinner on March 6, to 
honor our teachers, firemen and policemen, as well as our own Voice Of Democracy and Patriots Pen win-
ners. We hope you plan to attend this very worthwhile event. 

We are also beginning to plan for this year’s Poppy sales.  We always welcome member involvement in all 
our committees. Just call any of the chairmen and volunteer your services. Even though the ground.is still 
frozen, fertile planning is taking place everywhere.

We also have monthly visits to our comrades at Hines Hospital and monthly visits to our nursing homes to 
visit and talk with our vets. There are lots of opportunities to get involved. You just have to step forward.

We have elections coming up with nominations in March and voting at the April meeting. Please plan to 
attend both these very important meetings. The officers represent the future of the Post. Their ideas and 
agenda help to keep the Post moving forward. This Post is a model for the State as to what Posts should be 
doing and how to get it done. We would like your input into the election process so that we get the best of-
ficers possible. We want to insure that the future of the Post is in good hands and that we continue to move 
forward in the future. 

I would also encourage all our members to register and vote in the upcoming city, county and state elec-
tions. We all sacrificed so much to ensure the viability of America. We must continue to do our part by 
voting. Your devotion to freedom did not end the day you mustered out of the service. 

We need one additional member to make the 100 % membership. We need everyone to ask veterans to 
join. Is there a veteran in your neighborhood, perhaps at church, or perhaps it could be someone who 
belongs to another organization that you also belong to. All they need is an invitation. Ask them to join. 
Bring them to a meeting, bring them to the Fish Fry. We need another member!
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As Senior Vice Commander at Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873, my goal is to be consistent with 
the mission of the VFW which is: “To Honor the Dead by helping the Living”. With the efforts 
of our dedicated members, I know we consistently deliver on this effort and for that I thank you.

Judd Kendall Post 3873 is 99.31% for Membership. Within a week or two, we should be at 100%. 
This is a great time to be a member of this Post with all of the great things we do for Veteran’s causes and our presence 
and involvement in the community.  Please keep an eye on the calendar and I hope to see you at an upcoming event!  

Keep Connected and Check out the New Website!!!
Make sure you are checking out the website frequently as I am constantly updating and putting new pictures out 
there.  www.napervfw3873.org.  If you failed to make it down the Rotary Hill to see “The Healing Fields” in 
which two thousand and nine flags were placed on the hill you really missed out. There are a few pictures of the 
event on the website that will give you an idea of what you missed. 

Give a Little – Get a Lot in Return!  
This year we really would like to see some of the new members get involved with the Post and the wonderful 
things we do. You’ll be surprised how much of a difference you can make with just a little bit of your time. It can 
be a very fulfilling, rewarding and fun experience! Veteran’s Day in the schools, Turkey Raffle, visits to Hines 
Hospital, Post Christmas Party, Memorial Day Parade to name just a few. There are various other ceremonies 
throughout the year that are quite an honor to participate in as well. Please ask one of the Officers or chairman of 
the committees listed in this Kendall-Gram for additional information. Check out the committees tab on the new 
website and you can contact the chairperson for additional information. Also, you can always see what’s coming up 
by checking out the Kendall-Gram and the Post Calendar on the website at www.napervfw3873.org  If you are not 
getting the email communications from Mike Barbour, please provide him with your email by sending him one at: 
mbarbour@wowway.com

Over and Out

Another month blows by. . .and January certainly did, literally. . . .Brrrr! 
Remember you can always escape the cold and snow down in the canteen. Warm 
up with your favorite libation.

February is here and so is the Annual Fish Fry season. Come on down every Fri-
day night during the Lenten season. The fun starts February 12th at 5 pm. Great 
food and a fun time. The Fish Fries are open to the public so be sure to invite 
your friends and neighbors to join you. We will also need help busing the tables during every Fish Fry. 
Please volunteer to help.

Dates to Remember

February 2 – Ground Hog Day
February 4 – Legion Meeting @ 7pm
February 7- Jr. Vice Scott Holly’s birthday!  Happy Birthday, Old Man!
February 9 – Hines Hospital Visit, bus leaves @ 6:15pm
February 11 – VFW Meeting @ 7 PM
February 12 – Lincoln’s Birthday

Flying High with the Junior Vice Commander Nina Petru

A ‘Scoche’ more from the Signal Corp Senior Vice Scott 
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February 15 – President’s Day
February 17 – Ash Wednesday
February 18 – Auxiliary Meeting @ 7 PM
February 19 – Fish Fry, 5-8 PM
February 20 – Legion Dinner, 6 PM
February 21 – Life Member’s Breakfast, 9 AM
February 21 - 19th District Meeting in Batavia
February 22 – Washington’s Birthday
February 26 – Fish Fry, 5-8 PM

March 4 – Legion Meeting @ 7 PM
March 4 - Jr. Vice Commander Nina Petru’s birth	
	 day!
March 5 – Fish Fry, 5-8 PM
March 9 – Hines Hospital Visit, bus leaves @ 	
	 6:15 PM
March 11 – VFW Meeting @ 7 PM
March 12 – Fish Fry, 5pm
March 14 – Daylight Savings Time Begins, 
	 Remember to turn your clocks ahead
March 17 – St. Patrick’s Day
March 18 – Auxiliary Meeting @ 7 PM
March 19 – Fish Fry, 5- 8 PM
March 20 – First Day of Spring
March 20 – Legion Dinner, 6 PM
March 26 – Fish Fry, 5-8 PM
March 28 – Palm Sunday
March 29 – Passover Begins

Dates of Interest

February 1 – National Freedom Day
February 4, 1941 – The USO is incorporated
February 19, 1945 – Battle of Iwo Jima begins
February 20, 1962 – First US orbiting of Earth by John 	
	 Glenn
February 23, 1991 – Desert Storm Ground War begins
February 27, 1991 – Desert Storm Ground War ends

March 19, 2003 – Operation Iraqi Freedom Begins

Was one of your New Year’s resolutions to clear out the clutter? We can help! Did you know that we collect trash 
for treasures??

- tab tops from aluminum cans mean cash for the Ronald McDonald house
- Campbell’s soup product labels equal donations to the VFW National Home
- cancelled stamps are sold for support of a convent in northern Wisconsin
- old pill bottles/containers for the Missions to use to fill prescriptions
- Christmas/birthday cards for nursing homes to use for patients’ small motor skills.

So remember us when you tackle your New Year’s resolution. Perhaps your church or youth group can help to col-
lect. Bring your trash to a meeting, or drop it off at the Canteen. We’ll thank you for your treasures. 

January found us attending the Voice of Democracy banquet at the Alta Vista in Addison.  VOD is an essay and 
speech contest open to high school students in our area. Without the sponsorship and organization of Committee 
Chairs Jan and Mike Barbour, none of this would be possible.  Did you know that our Phil Maughan is the Depart-
ment Chair? Our thanks to him and to our judges, one of whom I am particularly fond (Scott McNally).

We will also honor our Patriot Pen Essay winners (for Junior High students) at the Batavia Post.These winners will 
be properly recognized at our Kendall Honors Banquet, March 6th.

It may seem as if we’re in the middle of a cold, cold hard winter, but the promise of Spring is just around the 

 

Auxiliary Report by Kathy McNally
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corner. How do we know that? FISH FRY TIME! Our practice Fish Fry will be held on February 12th from 5:00 to 
8:00 PM.  Please volunteer to be our guinea pigs that night. We’d love to have you!  We will also be reaching out to 
our Sisters to help cashier for the rest of the Lenten season Fish Fries, which forus begin officially on February 12th. 
This is a Naperville tradition - and a great excuse to get out of the house andout of the winter doldrums!

Ladies and Gentlemen, we have the opportunity to truly make a difference in the community. We have an opportu-
nity to honor outstanding Policemen, Firemen and Teachers in Districts 203 & 204. Go to the website www.naper-
vfw3873.org and nominate the First Responder or teacher who has made a difference for you or your children. We 
have many outstanding citizens who are eligible. Let’s let them know we appreciate their efforts. The deadline for 
nominations is February 12th so get busy!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Plan to attend the Kendall Honors dinner on March 6th. A great meal is being prepared by the Kendall Cooks. Prime 
rib and all the great sides that go with it are on the menu. The social hour is 5 to 6 PM, dinner is 6 to 7 PM and the 
awards will be 7 to 8 PM. 

Special thanks got to the Ladies Auxiliary for setting up Kendall Hall, the Kendall Cooks for the fine meal that will 
be provided and the members who will help in the cleanup and teardown after the banquet.

I will be asking a few members to help after the banquet. Many hands make less work. 

Kendall Honors by Mike Barbour

This is February so it is time to start thinking about the Poppy Campaign which will be from May 
25th to 31st this year. There are 25,000 Poppies that were just delivered to the Poppy Prince and 
Princess’s house. They need to be distributed so we can walk in the house.

Exciting details will be coming in the next 2 months about the 2010 Poppy Campaign. We have 
recruited many new members this year who we hope will step up and find what a rewarding experi-
ence it is to distribute poppies in the Naperville area. The Naperville community supports Veterans 
and Veterans causes. As a Post, let us give them the opportunity to continue that tradition.

2010 Poppy Report by Mike Barbour

The following is the Post’s policy concerning any dinner, event or Post function.  You must sign up for the Post event 
either on the event list posted in our canteen, or by calling the Post (630-420-9820) and leaving your name, number at-
tending, and phone number.  If you fail to do so, we will not guarantee admittance to the event or function.

State Service Officer Visits
The State Service Officer, Barry Walter, will be attending the 19th District Meeting on February 21, at the Batavia 
Post, to answer questions and file claims for those who are in need of assistance. Barry will be availableat 12:30, 
which is 1/2 hour before the District meeting starts.

Boy Scouts Happenings

Troop 111, sponsored by our Post, held an open House for Webelos interested in joining the troop. The troop pre-
senated a slide show about past camp-outs and high adventure trips.

On January 29  the troop went skiing at Cascade Mountain.Everyone had a great time.



KENDALL-GRAM							       PAGE 5

The following story was submitted by member Eugene Sullivan of Naperville. This crew in this story flew fifty 
combat mssions out of Italy in 1944 and all came home safely.

It was a dark, wet, overcast day on 25 December 1943 at the Army Air Corps base in Mountain Home, Idaho.  At 6 
AM we received word in the barracks that our bomber crew was to fly a training mission in one hour.  It was the first 
Christmas away from home for seven of the ten man crew and as we trudged through the darkness to the flight line 
our thoughts were on home and what our loved ones were doing at that hour. 

As the B-24 lumbered off the runway and climbed into the murky sky we were all feeling lonely and dispirited. 
Having only been together for a few weeks, the crew had not yet established a feeling of closemess. With everyone 
at their own battle stations, and accompanied by the constant drone of the engines, the separation was magnified. We 
flew for an hour with the gloom inside the plane matching the gloomy view outside.

Suddenly through my earphones came the sound of music.  The radio opeator had zeroed in on a local radio station 
far below us.  Bing Crosby was singing White Christmas and at that instant we broke though the clouds into a world 
of sunshine. As far as the eye could see there were white fluffy clouds covering the whole earth. The scene was mag-
nificent. The words and music tingled every cell. 

We were ten men separated from everyone else on earth - separated from each other by turrets and bulkheads - expe-
riencing in our individual worlds a collective spirit of Christmas that would last a lifetime.

White Christmas

The Military Needs our Help

The National VFW has received an urgent call from senior military staff  who have one request. Help us provide 
airfare for our service members with immediate relatives in Haiti. The heartbroken defenders need to locate loved 
ones, make burial arrangements and assist those who have survived. Funds will also be used to provide emergency, 
life saving assistance to the families of our military members. 

You can donate on-line at the national web-site vfw.org or by mailing your donation to VFW National Military Ser-
vices, 406 W 34th Street, Kansas City, MO 64111.

Spring Flower Sale
The Flower Sale order form will appear in next month’s Kendall-Gram and in next month’s Keeping Posted. 
Additionally, the form will be available at all Fish Fries and will be available in the canteen. Over the years the 
funds raised by this sale have enabled us to put in flower beds around the Post, put up the Trellis that is in front 
flower bed, have the grass fed each year, and sprayed for weeds and remove dead trees and generally improve the 
grounds. This year our big project will be to relandscape the front of the building. We hope we can count on your 
continued support of this fundraiser. We have one of the best locations of any post in the district and we are proud 
to keep it looking so good. 

Besides that, our flowers we bring in for the flower sale are top notch. The hanging baskets are gorgeous and we 
offer our customers a lot of choices. So look for the form in next month’s newsletter and help us keep your Post 
looking its best!
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Hines Hospital Visits

The Chairman of the Hospital Committee, John Shaw 
would like to remind everyone that the Post visits the 
Hines VA Hospital every second Tuesday of the month.  
We will not be going in July and August, but our visits 
will resume in September.We leave the post at 6:30 in the 
evening and return at approximately 9:15 PM. Transporta-
tion is provided. Everyone is invited. Why not come and 
spend some quality time with some very appreciative 
Veterans?  

Canteen Hours
		  Open		  Close
Mon-Thurs	 3:00 PM		 10:00 PM/Midnight
Friday		  Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Saturday		 Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Sunday		  11:00 AM	 5:00 PM/6:00 PM

If at anytime between the first close hour and the second 
close hour listed above, there are no more than four cus-
tomers in the Canteen, the bartender will give a last call 
and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar, except the Bartend-
ers. This includes any children in the bar!

Remember:  THE BARTENDER IS BOSS!

Submission Policy

The Kendall Gram encourages Post members to submit 
articles and photos. Simply give the article or photo to 
the on-duty bartender. It is important that you put your 
name and phone number on the item in case there are 
any questions. Please ensure that names are legible. Your 
article may be edited for clarity and space considerations. 
All photos MUST have the following information with it: 
where and why the picture was taken, and who is in the 
picture.  Photographs without captions will not be used. 
Please submit all articles by the tenth of the month for 
next month’s publication.

Kendall-Gram 
Editor		  Marcy Maughan	 357-3440

Post Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 
		            908 W Jackson, 			 
	                         Naperville, IL  60540

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers

Commander 		  Charlie Vladika  	357-8615
Sr. Vice Commander	 Scott Holley	 369-1912
Jr. Vice Commander	 Nina Petru	 871-9596
Quartermaster		  Terry Jelinek     	 357-5366
Ass’t Quartermaster	 Phil Maughan	 357-3440
Adjutant			  Bob Bronson
Judge Advocate		  Terri Stone	 871-9596
Surgeon			  Bob Reiger
Service Officer		  Ken Garhan	 355-2493
Officer of the Day	 Jack Shiffler	 357-4615
Guard			   Mike Rechenmacher 961-1377
Chaplain		  Jay Johnson	 355-5522

Trustees
1 year			   George McKissick 961-2030
2 year			   Mike McGrath 	   357-2680
3 year			   Mike Rechenmacher 961-1377

Committee		  Chairman	 Phone
Americanism		  Jack Shiffler	 357-4615
Blood Drive		  Nina Petru	 871-9596
Buddy Poppy		  Mike Barbour	 527-0738
Building			  Mike Rechenmacher 961-1377
Color Guard		  Jack Shiffler	 357-4615
Eighth Grade Awards	 Tom Benton	 281-3028
Facilities Manager	 Ken Garhan	 355-2493
Grounds			  Phil Maughan	 357-3440
Hospital			  John Shaw	 961-3479
House			   Mike Barbour	 527-0738
			   Bob Tallon	 357-8134
			   Kag Cagnoni
Kitchen			   Ken Garhan	 355-2493
Membership		  Scott Holley         369-1912
Legislative		  Frank Haynes	 357-2906
National Home		  Laurie Dobson   
Nursing Home		  Jim Godshall
Public Relations		  Mike Barbour	 527-0738
Safety			   Mike McGrath     357-2680
Voice of Democracy	 Mike Barbour      527-0738
Youth Activities		

Auxiliary Officers
President		  Kathy McNally	 305-8157
Senior Vice President	 Fran McGrath	 357-2680
Junior Vice President	 Jenny Dawley	 428-3494
Treasurer		  Dorothy Garhan	 355-2493
Secretary		  Mary Lou Miller	 226-9767
Chaplain		  Clara Spiller	 420-0522
Guard			 
Conductress		  Bernie Berkes	 357-0547
Membership		  Kathy Thornton	 355-6704

POST NUMBER			   420-9820

Website Address: napervfw3873.org
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