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Together Then,  Together Again
with Commander Charlie Vladika

 
We are moving at a fast pace into the calendar New Year with current and future Post projects and business.

Post Elections are next month. Nominations begin at this month’s Post meeting.  Nominations are taken again 
at the April Post meeting with election of Post  Officers.  Refer to the January Kendall Gram for descriptions of  
duties expected from each elected Officer.  Again, any member in good  standing is eligible for nomination. You 
do make a difference in what  direction our Post will takes concerning our Post’s future. It is important for  you 
to attend these meetings and participate. I will not be seeking reelection as  Post Commander for the 2010-2011 
year. I wish to thank all Judd Kendall  members and Our Ladies Auxiliary for the support you have given me 
during the  past two years. It will always be one of the most favorite and challenging  tasks I have been fortunate 
to be a part of. I will continue to stay  active in the Post. Thank you all.

Our Post Fish Fries have begun.  We kept our prices the same as last  year. Remember, this is a fundraiser for the 
Post.  Also, we do need help with setup and cleanup.  We ask that you call Ken Garhan to let him know if you 
can help. We need help with cleanup, after 7 PM.  It’s only for an hour.

Our Ladies Auxiliary is running the cash  register at the Fish Fries. We thank them for their assistance.

Spring will be a busy time at the Post.  We need help with the  planting of new greenery and flowers around 
the Post and especially, the front  area which was cleared and prepared for this spring planting. Do check with  
Marcy Maughan for directions and times.  She will be coordinating the  placement and types of plants we will be 
installing.  Marcy will have the  assistance of students from Naperville North High School in the overall  design.  
We are thankful and appreciative of the students help. They offered good design ideas.

We will be installing the new Blue Star Memorial plaque on the west side of the Post building this spring on
May 15, 2010 beginning at 2 PM.  Jan Barbour and the Cress Creek Garden Club will be assisting.

Do not forget Kendall Honors, Sat. March 6th, beginning with  cocktails at 5 PM and Prime Rib Dinner served 
at 6 PM.   The response for our call for Honorees has been great. This is sure to be our best Kendall Honors yet.  
This is yet another way our Post is involved in our Community. Naperville is  answering our call to recognize 
the best who serve our great community.

Do check out Junior Vice Nina Petru’s call for participation in our  Post’s May 15th Blood drive.  Mark your 
calendars NOW.  We need a  larger turnout than we have had in the past. Please note, Nina has  informed us that 
a percentage of our blood donations goes to the Great Lakes  Navy Training Center. We Veterans need to help 
our fellow Veterans by donating.

A Happy Easter to you and all your family members.  Do keep our Veterans serving in harms way in your 
prayers and thoughts.
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Scott did not do a column this month because he spent a few days in the hospital. We were very 
relieved to learn his heart is fine. 

He would like everyone to know that the Post made 100 % membership!  So, we are raising the bar and trying for 
105% membership now. If you know of any eligible vets, invite them to join our ranks. Bring them to the Friday 
Night Fish Fries. Tell them about all the wonderful things this Post does. And make them feel welcome. Sometimes 
all a person needs is a personal invitation to join.

March 4 – Legion Meeting @ 7 PM
March 4 - Happy Birthday Nina!			 
March 5 – Fish Fry, 5 PM
March 6 – Kendall Honors Dinner, 5 PM
March 9 – Hines Hospital Visit, bus leaves @ 6:15pm
March 11 – VFW Meeting @ 7 PM
March 12 – Fish Fry, 5 PM
March 14 – Daylight Savings Time Begins
	 (Spring forward!)
March 17 – St. Patrick’s Day
March 18 – Auxiliary Meeting @ 7 PM
March 19 – Fish Fry, 5 PM
March 20 – First Day of Spring
March 20 – Legion Dinner, 6 PM
March 26 – Fish Fry, 5 PM
March 28 – Palm Sunday
March 29 – Passover Begins

April 1 – April Fool’s Day
April  1 - Legion Meeting at 7 PM
April 2 – Last Fish Fry!!
April 2 – Good Friday
April 4 – Easter Sunday
April 6 – Hines Hospital Visit, bus leaves @ 6:15 PM
April 8 – VFW Meeting @ 7 PM
April 10 - Prime Rib and Ham Raffle in Canteen, 6 PM
April 15 – Income Taxes Due
April 15 – Auxiliary Meeting @ 7 PM
April 17 – Legion Dinner @ 6 PM
April 18 – Life Member’s Breakfast, 9 AM
April 24 – Armed and Ready 10 - Noon
April 30- Karaoke Fundraiser, 6:30 PM to 10:30 PM

A Scoche More from the Signal Corp by Senior Vice Commander Scott 
Holley

Flying High with Junior Vice Commander, Nina Petru

March 19, 2003 – Operation Iraqi Freedom Begins
April 4, 1948 – NATO Founded
April 6, 1917 – US Enters WW I
April 12, 1981 – First US Space Shuttle Launched
April 30, 1975 – Vietnam War Ends

The Friday Night Fish Fry’s are once again a huge success. Opening night was a bit 
slow, but we are now on a roll. Those of you that have availability on Friday’s from 
5 – 8 PM, please stop by. Your help would be appreciated. 

Dates to Remember

Dates of Interest
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	 The next Post Blood Drive will be held on 
ARMED FORCES DAY 

Saturday, May 15th, from 0800 – 1400

There will be a raffle for a flat screen TV. 
All presenting donors will be eligible for the drawing.

Please give your Gift of Life

There are 4.5 million American lives saved each year by blood transfusions. Ninety percent of the popula-
tion will need donated blood in their lifetime. Yet fewer than three percent of eligible donors regularly give 
the gift of life. Blood is the only gift one human being can give to another that cannot be manufactured, 
and currently, there is no substitute. (There is no upper age limit. Most medications are accepted.) 

If you cannot make it to the drive, you can also donate at the Naperville Donor Center, which is located 
at 2702 Aurora Avenue. (Just across the street from Menard’s) By using Code 073C, Judd Kendall will 
receive credit for your donation.

You can call LifeSource at 888-427-4836, or log onto www.lifesource.org to 
schedule your donation appointment, or just walk in. 

Nina Petru, Jr-Vice and Blood Drive Chairperson

It’s time to “Recognize and Honor” our Korean 
War Era Veterans

Both the American Legion Post 43 and Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 will be holding a special ceremony this year 
honoring our Korean War Era Veterans. Sixty years ago on June 25th, 1950 the Korean War started and ended on July 
27th, 1953. It is time to bring special attention to our men and women that served in uniform during that era. 

All too often we have overlooked what is considered the start of the Cold War,  and now we can put some of the 
feelings of what is sometimes called “The Forgotten War” behind us. These men and women sacrificed much and put 
their lives on the line once they put on the “uniform.” Hopefully we can bestow special honor on these Veterans from 
their fellow veterans and the community of Naperville.

By the time you read this we will have already had our first planning meeting.   But if you want to be an active 
partner in the planning effort please give me a call at 630-240-8868, or call any of the officers in either Post.  We will 
keep you updated through the Post newsletters.   Thanks for your time and we truly look forward to recognizing this 
special group of Veterans.
                              
        

Korean Veterans by Wayne Fischer
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As you are all aware, Kendall Honors is March 6th, 2010. This year promises to be a rousing success. In the 9 cat-
egories we have 55 nominations. It truly has become an award of the people. Make plans to attend the social event 
of Naperville for 2010. 

Social Hour is from 5 PM to 6 PM
Dinner is from 6 PM to 7 PM

Awards Ceremony starts at 7:00 PM  

There will be a sign up sheet at the canteen or you can call the VFW office between 9:00AM & noon. That number 
is 630-355-7664. The menu includes prime rib and all the fixings. The price is $15.00/person. Make sure your reser-
vation is in by March 1st. We want to make sure we have plenty of food. 

Award winners and highlights of the program will be in the April Kendall Gram 

Ladies and Gentlemen, there are 25,000 Poppies sitting in the basement of the Poppy Prince and 
Princess. They are taking up valuable space that we need to store wine. All the sites have been con-
tacted and have given their permission to distribute poppies at the respective locations. Everything 
is in place for a successful campaign in 2010. With your support we will reach our goal of $25,000. 
All we need are bodies on the street. Naperville supports Veterans!!!!!!!!!!!! Give them the opportu-
nity. For those who distribute Poppies every year get some of your friends to get involved with the 
program. If we can put 100 bodies on the street we can hit our goal. Sites will be shown in the April 
Kendall Gram and the sign up sheets will be available beginning April 19th.

We have exciting news about a contest that will be running for all who participate in the 2010 
Poppy Campaign. A FLAT SCREEN TV WILL BE AWARDED TO SOME LUCKY POPPY 
CAMPAIGNER THIS YEAR!!!!!!!!!! For every $100 you bring in for the Relief Fund you will get a chance on 
a 37” Flat Screen TV. The dates for the 2010 Buddy Poppy Campaign are May 25th through May 31st. Mark your 
calendars Campers.

The Boy Scout troop of 111 has won a great honor in the past month. We havebeen awarded the British Petroleum 
Fabric of America award. The skiing camp out that we just went on to Cascade Mountain was again a great time. 
We did not have any major injuries which was a relief, only a minor shoulder sprain. Coming up in February we 
are going on a Junior Leadership Training Camp out in Shabanaw IL. On the 8th of February the Boy Scouts 
celebratedtheir 100th anniversary of scouting. On February 17th, we had a group of people doing CPR training. 
Kevin Hlava, a former scout in troop 111, returned to the troop to be the new assistant scout master.

Kendall Honors  by Mike Barbour

Poppy Report by the Poppy Prince and Princess

Troop 111 Report by Charlie Rubin

The following is the Post’s policy concerning any dinner, event or Post function. You must sign up for the Post event 
either on the event list posted in our canteen, or by calling the Post  (630-420-9820) and leaving your name, number 
attending and phone number. If you fail to do so, we will not guaranteee admittance to the event or funcion. 
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Doesn’t it feel as if winter will never end?  Why not take a warm break and make it out to a famous Judd Kendall 
Fish Fry Friday?  Every Friday in March offers the opportunity to enjoy the shining light of your Sisters and friends 
at the Post.  And you know, we could always use a helping hand at the cashier station --especially on Auxiliary Fri-
day, which this year is Friday, March 26th.  If you can help, please call me at (630) 305 8196 and tell me which shift 
(5 to 6:30 PM - or 6:30 to 8 PM) and which Friday works best for you.  I’ll call you back to confirm.  No experience 
necessary! 

This time of year also reminds us that Spring is not too far away. Be sure to place your plant order early enough this 
year to avoid disappointment. Marcy Maughan is again managing this fund-raiser, and all the proceeds go to beauti-
fying our Post. Thanks, Marcy, for helping our Post to shine! 

And although beautifying the grounds is a satisfying project, our real beauty shines from the inside - our members 
and their efforts.  Jan and Mike Barbour are administering our Kendall Honors program, which takes place on Satur-
day, March 6th. If you haven’t responded as to your attendance, hurry!  At press time, seats are filling fast.  This is a 
very special evening where we recognize our community members who help us to shine on -- our firefighters, police 
and teachers. 

Another bright light in our group is Sue Jelinek, who managed our Jewel Shop ‘n Share program.  Unfortunately, 
Jewel had discontinued this program. We received many benefits from the program over the last several years and 
are sorry to see it go. Thanks, Sue for all your hard work.

Along with all the active members who share their efforts and talents, why not join us to share  your light -- at a 
meeting (Thursday, March 18th) or Fish Fry -- soon? 

Auxiliary Report by Kathy McNally

Flower Sale by Marcy Maughan

In this month’s Kendall-gram, you will find the flower order sheet for our Annual VFW Flower Sale. All the flowers 
are ordered from our grower in Michigan and all orders are prepaid. The order form is also available on the VFW 
website.

On May 4, the flowers are trucked from Michigan to the VFW where volunteers unload the truck, separate the 
flowers into the various orders and put them out for pickup. The flowers are always of first quality and the hanging 
baskets are gorgeous. Our flats contain 48 individual flowers, not the 36 you find in a lot of places today.

 All the money raised by the flower sale is used to improve the grounds of the VFW. Thanks to our generous cus-
tomers, we are able to have the grass sprayed and fertilized and plant flowers in all the beds around the post. Since 
the first sale was held nine years ago, we have steadily improved the grounds around the building. This year we 
hope to add perennial grasses to the front of the building along with a tree and some new shrubbery, as well as redo 
the bed outside the office where a blue star marker will be installed and hopefully we will rid the bed of the poison 
ivy that has been an ongoing problem. So if you order plants from the plant sale, not only do you beautify your yard 
but you make the VFW a very attractive place for the members and for those who rent the hall for a function. More 
hall rentals generates increased income for the Post, so everyone wins in this situation.

We ask that your return your order form with your check by April 2, 2010. Pickup of all flowers will be May 4 from 
1-6 PM. The Post is not responsible for flowers that are not picked up.
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Hines Hospital Visits

The Chairman of the Hospital Committee, John Shaw 
would like to remind everyone that the Post visits the 
Hines VA Hospital every second Tuesday of the month.  
We will not be going in July and August, but our visits 
will resume in September.We leave the post at 6:30 in the 
evening and return at approximately 9:15 PM. Transporta-
tion is provided. Everyone is invited. Why not come and 
spend some quality time with some very appreciative 
Veterans?  

Canteen Hours
		  Open		  Close
Mon-Thurs	 3:00 PM		 10:00 PM/Midnight
Friday		  Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Saturday		 Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Sunday		  11:00 AM	 5:00 PM/6:00 PM

If at anytime between the first close hour and the second 
close hour listed above, there are no more than four cus-
tomers in the Canteen, the bartender will give a last call 
and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar, except the Bartend-
ers. This includes any children in the bar!

Remember:  THE BARTENDER IS BOSS!

Submission Policy

The Kendall Gram encourages Post members to submit 
articles and photos. Simply give the article or photo to 
the on-duty bartender. It is important that you put your 
name and phone number on the item in case there are 
any questions. Please ensure that names are legible. Your 
article may be edited for clarity and space considerations. 
All photos MUST have the following information with it: 
where and why the picture was taken, and who is in the 
picture.  Photographs without captions will not be used. 
Please submit all articles by the tenth of the month for 
next month’s publication.

Kendall-Gram 
Editor		  Marcy Maughan	 357-3440

Post Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 
		          908 W Jackson, 			 
	                       Naperville, IL  60540

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers

Commander 		  Charlie Vladika  	357-8615
Sr. Vice Commander	 Scott Holley	 369-1912
Jr. Vice Commander	 Nina Petru	 871-9596
Quartermaster		  Terry Jelinek     	 357-5366
Ass’t Quartermaster	 Phil Maughan	 357-3440
Adjutant			  Bob Bronsom
Judge Advocate		  Terri Stone
Surgeon			  Bob Reiger	
Service Officer		  Ken Garhan	 355-2493
Officer of the Day	 Jack Shiffler	 357-4615
Guard			   Mike Rechenmacher 961-1377
Chaplain		  Jay Johnson	 355-5522

Trustees
1 year			   George McKissick 961-2030
2 year			   Mike McGrath	 357-2680	
3 year			   Mike Rechenmacher 961-1377	

Committee		  Chairman	 Phone
Americanism		  Jack Shiffler	 357-4615
Blood Drive		  Nina Petru	 871-9596
Buddy Poppy		  Mike Barbour	 527-0738
Building			  Mike Rechenmacher 961-1377
Color Guard		  Jack Shiffler	 357-4615
Eighth Grade Awards	 Tom Benton
Facilities Manager	 Ken Garhan	 355-2493
Grounds			  Phil Maughan	 357-3440
Hospital			  John Shaw	 961-3479
House			   Mike Barbour	 527-0738		
			   Bob Tallon	 357-8134
			   Kag Cagnoni
Kitchen			   Ken Garhan	 355-2493
Membership		  Scott Holley     	 369-1912
Legislative		  Frank Haynes	 357-2906
National Home		  Laurie Dobson   
Nursing Home		  Jim Godshall	 357-4880
Public Relations		  Mike Barbour	 527-0738
Safety			   Mike McGrath  	  357-2680
Voice of Democracy	 Mike Barbour   	 527-0738
Youth Activities		

Auxiliary Officers
President		  Kathy McNally	 305-8157
Senior Vice President	 Fran McGrath	 357-2680
Junior Vice President	 Jenny Dawley	 428-3494
Treasurer		  Dorothy Garhan	 355-2493
Secretary		  Mary Lou Miller   226-9767
Chaplain		  Clara Spiller	 420-0522
Guard			 
Conductress		  Bernie Berkes	 357-0547
Membership		  Kathy Thornton	 355-6704

POST NUMBER			   420-9820

Website Address: napervfw3873.org
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