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KENDALL HONORS 2010

Beautiful people filled the Naperville VFW Post on Saturday night, March 6th  for Kendall Honors. This was a distin-
guished awards ceremony hosted by the Post and its Ladies Auxiliary. The Post and Auxiliary honored Naperville’s local 
heroes who demonstrate the same courage and go the extra mile to help others as our namesake Judd Kendall.

It was a reservations only event since the room was packed with over 200 people. The Mayor, Police Chief, Fire Chief,  
and many other dignitaries were in attendance. As the festivities started all came to realize that Kendall Honors is some-
thing special in the community. The awards come from the people and all who won said that means a lot to them.

Dinner was provided by the Kendall Cooks who did another outstanding job. Belgio’s helped with all the serving and 
clean up. Minuteman Press printed the programs. As the evening progressed and the Award winners were close to being 
announced there was excitement in the air. All the Award Winners got a standing “O”. 

The Award winners were:
Police Officer of the Year				   Kevin O’Connell
Fire Fighter of the Year				    David Szablewski

203 Educators of the Year
Elementary Educator				    David Cleveland, Elmwood
Junior High Educator				    Art Schlumpf, Kennedy Junior High
High School Educator				    Mike Bochenski, Naperville Central

204 Educators of the Year
Elementary Educator				    Rosanna Swenson, McCarty
Middle School Educator				    Emily Binder, Gregory 
High School Educator				    Tracey Cook, Neuqua Valley

Private School Educator of the Year
High School Educator				    Lisa DiMarco, Benet Academy

Spirit of Judd Award				    Don Perry, Principal, Kennedy Junior High

Frank Stromberg Award				   Mike Barbour

Voice of Democracy Winners
First Place					     Alex Senatar
Second Place					     Andrew Myrna
Third Place					     Marlena May

Patriot Pen Winners
First Place					     Robert Prazak
Second Place, Third Place District			   Cara LaBelle
Third Place, Second Place District			   Bianca Donato

It was a great evening! Everyone who attended had a good time. We wanted to step it up a notch to impress the commu-
nity and we did. I think the community realizes that our Post isn’t a bunch of old guys sitting around smoking, drinking 
and telling war stories. WE ARE THE JUDD KENDALL POST, THE BEST IN THE NATION! Mark your calen-
dars for March 12, 2011. That is when Kendall Honors will be held next year.



The next Post Blood Drive will be held on 
ARMED FORCES DAY 

Saturday, May 15th, from 0800 – 1400

There will be a raffle for a flat screen TV. 
All presenting donors will be eligible for the drawing.

Please give your Gift of Life

There are 4.5 million American lives saved each year by blood transfusions. Ninety percent of the population 
will need donated blood in its lifetime. Yet fewer that three percent of eligible donors regularly give the gift 
of life. Blood is the only gift one human being can give to another that cannot be manufactured, and current-
ly, there is no substitute. (There is no upper age limit. Most medications are accepted.) 

If you cannot make it to the drive, you can also donate at the Naperville Donor Center, which is located at 
2702 Aurora Avenue. (Just across the street from Menard’s) By using Code 073C, and Judd Kendall will 
receive credit for your donation.

You can call LifeSource at 1.888.427.4836 or log onto www.lifesource.org to sched-
ule your donation appointment, or just walk in. 

Hi everyone, 

I hope the New Year has started well for you and that the winter weather has not unduly interfered with your exercise 
program. With days getting noticeably longer and a forecast for 50 degree day next Sunday, perhaps each of us have 
started to think about a spring race or walk. Traditionally, our roup has only focused on races with a veterans theme and 
I hope we can continue draw strong participation for races of that nature. But as the size of the Naperville VFW - Ameri-
can Legion Running and Walking Team grows,it seems likely that some of us might be interested in getting together to 
participate in other specific events. Whether we car pool or not, if we know a familiar face will be at a race we might be 
motivated to run an extra event and look up our fellow team member before the race. So let me know what race plans 
(definite or tentative you have for the next few months and will consolidate your plans and circulate to the whole group.  
Here are my own current thoughts:
 
April 18, Naperville, NCO Spring Ahead 10K Trail Run and 5K Road Run - I am registered for the 10K
May 16, Naperville, Run for Reading 5K - probable
May 23, Woodridge, Seven Bridges 10 miler and 5K - the 5K a possibility
June 13, Highland Park Half Marathon and 5K - half marathon is a possibility

I have run all these races in the past and they are all well organized. Absent injury or scheduling conflicts I hope to do at 
least three of the four although maybe I will like one of your suggestions better. Walkers are welcome to participate in 
the 5Ks.  I do not believe that any ofthe events I listed above have separate two mile walks.

What is on your list?

 

Nina Petru, Blood Drive Chairman

Phil Maughan, Captain, Post Running Team
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April showers bring May flowers for June brides -- and for our annual plant sale!  There are still a few days left 
to get your order in.  Hurry!  Also, we could use some help on May 4th, helping to identify and distribute plants.  
We have the students to help with the heavy lifting - just need supervisors.  Even if you could only spare an hour, 
Marcy and her team would greatly appreciate it.  Pickup hours are 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm that day. 

And if it’s April 2nd - Good Friday - you’re just in time for our last Fish Fry.  We had a terrific success this year 
with record crowds.  Thank you to all our Sisters who faithfully cashiered this Lenten season.  Best wishes you and 
your families for a Blessed Easter. 

We can report that the second Kendall Honors was a fabulous success.  Jan and Mike Barbour are to be congratu-
lated.  The evening was divine, the nominees and winners were eloquent, and a good time was had by all!  We are 
fortunate that our former president Jan is still greatly involved in our Post activities...and speaking of which, she 
and Mike will have our Poppies ready for pickup for our Memorial Day weekend distribution.  Won’t you consider 
working at least one shift to help this year?  Our community is very generous when it comes to Buddy Poppy days 
and it’s a great way to help our Post and Auxiliary.  Check the sign-up sheet in the Canteen. 

Looking forward to May, please note May 15th and plan to spend the day at the Post, starting with the Blood Drive 
in the morning, and capping off the afternoon with a very special ceremony -- the installation of a Blue Star Marker 
on the grounds, sponsored by the ladies from the Cress Creek Garden Club.  What a banner day for our Post! 

At our April meeting (April 15th), we’ll take nominations for all offices.  If you’ve been considering getting more 
involved with your Auxiliary, this is the year to do it!  Younger leadership is emerging and it’s an exciting time to 
be involved. 

With our dreary winter nearly over, wishing all Sisters and their families a Happy Easter! 

   

   There’s Music in the Air and a Song in my Heart!
    
Come join us for our second annual “Karaoke for a Cure”. Team Michael Care Us is back! This year’s event is being 
held on Friday, April 30, 2010 starting at 6:30pm, downstairs at the Naperville VFW. Our list of raffle items to date 
include a signed Gary Sinise electric guitar, tickets to a White Sox vs. Yankees game with parking, dinner provided 
by the Tartaglione brothers plus many more! All proceeds benefit the American Cancer Society. Raffle tickets for 
the Gary Sinise signed electric guitar will be available at the bar for presale ($10/ticket). As with all prizes, winner 
need not be present to win, but we hope you are. Anyone wanting to donate items to our raffle, please contact Kathy 
at 630.355.6704 or kmrthornton@sbcglobal.net.   
                         So sing your heart out and help fund a cure for cancer!!

                                                        

Karaoke by Kathy Thornton

Auxiliary Report by Kathy McNally
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Hines Hospital Visits

The Chairman of the Hospital Committee, John Shaw 
would like to remind everyone that the Post visits the 
Hines VA Hospital every second Tuesday of the month.  
We will not be going in July and August, but our visits 
will resume in September.We leave the post at 6:30 in the 
evening and return at approximately 9:15 PM. Transporta-
tion is provided. Everyone is invited. Why not come and 
spend some quality time with some very appreciative 
Veterans?  

Canteen Hours
		  Open		  Close
Mon-Thurs	 3:00 PM		 10:00 PM/Midnight
Friday		  Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Saturday		 Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Sunday		  11:00 AM	 5:00 PM/6:00 PM

If at anytime between the first close hour and the second 
close hour listed above, there are no more than four cus-
tomers in the Canteen, the bartender will give a last call 
and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar, except the Bartend-
ers. This includes any children in the bar!

Remember:  THE BARTENDER IS BOSS!

Submission Policy

The Kendall Gram encourages Post members to submit 
articles and photos. Simply give the article or photo to 
the on-duty bartender. It is important that you put your 
name and phone number on the item in case there are 
any questions. Please ensure that names are legible. Your 
article may be edited for clarity and space considerations. 
All photos MUST have the following information with it: 
where and why the picture was taken, and who is in the 
picture.  Photographs without captions will not be used. 
Please submit all articles by the tenth of the month for 
next month’s publication.

Kendall-Gram 
Editor		  Marcy Maughan	 357-3440
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Don Perry, Principal of Kennedy Jr. 
High School receives the Spirit of Judd 
Award at Kendall Honors

Dave Szablewski recieves the Fire-
fighter of the Year Award at Kendall 
Honors


